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“How Shall We Do?” 
By Adelaide Addison Pollard 
’ 2 Kings 6 : 15-17 


«“ A LAS, alas, how shall we do?” 
: Like one of old we say, 
As foes encompass all our paths 
In threatening array. 
Our eyes, O Lord, do not behold, 
: .. Im peril’s crisis hour, 
Thy horses and Thy chariots — 
A flaming guard of power. 


“Alas; alas, hew shall we do 2j’’ 
“¥et shining, unseen unseen bands 

-&re charged to keep us in our ways, 
And bear.us in their hands. 

ee nen eae te Sok 





At morning, noon, and night, — 

So, like a wall of fire, our Lord 
Surrounds us constantly. 

* How shall-we do?” Ah, Wiset ave they 
Who trust — yet do not see ! 
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_ Better Than Faith 
Faith is one of the greatest: blessings God can 
give us. But there is something more important 
than or faith— it is God's faithfulness. We could 
have no faith but for his faithfulness. It is God's 
faithfulness that creates our faith. We might have 
rfect and continual faith in God, but if he were not 
aithful our faith would be futile. If faith is to get 
- @ blessing, faith must rest upon something. That 
somethi for the Christian’s faith, is God himself. 
God’s ord isan expression and revelation of ‘his 
faithfulness,. God’s Christ is an expression and reve- 
laiion of -his faithfulmess. So the written Word and 
the incarnate Word both declare and reveal God’s 
faithfulness toward us,-and on both of these our faith 
securely rests. If a multi-millionaire friend should 
tell us that he was opening a bank account in our 
name, say of $1,000, and that as fast as we drew upon 
this account he would deposit still more, always add- 
ing to oursaccount more than we drew from it, so 
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-How a Ship’s Radio Man, Was~Won for Christ. By 


- God has never failed 


_ him; 


- The Key 


. invitation to hunt for the key, find 


that the more we drew the larger the account. would 


become; our safety im going ahead and using this 
wealth would ps Sg upon the® faithfulness of our 
wealthy friend. Suppose his faithfulness failed, and 
we overdrew oir account; our faith in him would 
not put money in the bank, and ‘wé should find our- 
selves in: difficulties. Our faith might be all that it 
should be, but “his faithfsiliess “would be still more 
important’ so far a8 our resoutces’ were concerned. 
So it is as between men and God. God wants us to 
trust him, because he is trustworthy. “Without faith 
it is impossible to please him: for- he that cometh to 
God must believe that he ap Re and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligent! him” (Heb. 11:6). 

~ Fog: who rest their faith on 
him. Let us thank God for his gift to us of faith in 
let us thank him still more for his unfailing 
faithfulness to us. Evén if our faith should fail, “yet 
he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself” (2 Tim. 


2:13). 


Keys are often needed to unlock treasures. .And 
there is no treasure box in the world that compares, 
in ‘its priceless riches, with the. Bible. its riches are 
locked away from. superficial readers. Even earnest 
Christians may fail to discover and appropriate some 
robinagel goon eaalgg Seago aprenaotcx~ 1 Roca 
have enjoy. Is there any key available? Dr. 
I. M. “Halden, in his latest book exposing the un- 


scriptural teachings of Philip Mauro on the Jews and 
the ——— (“A —.. es Philip Mauro’s ‘The 
Gospel .of-the Kingdom’ ” ys:~ “To one who--be- 


lieves the Bible to be the om by inerrant, infallible 
Word of God, every original ‘word theopneustos, God- 
breathed ; that when the meaning does not come at 
once level to the understanding, a key may be 
fotihd hung up by its side; or in t in another 
phrasé, _ will send the flash of the morning” into 
of the seeker.” gy lad os agen a aml 


The Bible is the best interpreter of the Bible. The 
Holy Spirit, who wrote its every word, dwells within 
the believer and lives within the words of Scripture, 


‘ atid is able and eager to open the Book and open the 


it, and use it.- 


heart and mind of the reader. The Psalmist’s prayer 
may well be the prayer of every child of God every 
time the Scripture is read: “I am thy servant; give 
me understanding, that I may know thy testimonies” 
(Psa. 119: 125). 

ar 


Burning the Boats 


Boats are often vitally important in getting us 
to a destination,—but sometimes they ought to be 
burned. Getting rid of boats may be the best way 
of preventing our going to a place from which we 
ought to keep away. Julius Cesar and other old 
Roman generals, when taking their armies to some 
foreign shore in a campaign of conquest, would some- 
times burn their boats behind them after reaching 
the ‘shore: so that their soldiers would understand that 
they must either conquer or die. The late Dr. Charles 
Inwood once said at a Keswick Convention in Eng- 
land: “I am certain that I should never have taken 
that step of humble surrender in the quiet of my own 
study but for the all-sufficient grace and tenderness 
of the Holy Spirit at that crisis. Oh, he showed me 
so clearly how ,to appraise at their true value the toys 
that were holding me back, and he enabled me to 
‘burn all the boats’ oe! I was three months doing it. 
He showed me one, and, by his grace, I set that on 
fire; and then another, and another, and another, until 
I came to. the last. There were sacred associations 
around some of the boats, hallowed memories around 
some of them. But I burned them. into ashes.” Are 
we holding on to any boat so that we can use it to 
A somewhere, or do something, that we know our 

rd wants us to turn away from forever? Let us 
tell him so now.; then let us turn the boat oyer to him 
for destruction, — or, if we-seem unable to turn it 
over to him, let us ask him to take it from us. He will 
do it if we ask him. So long as we hold on to a 
single boat of the wrong sort, are we not making pro- 
vision for sin? But we are to “make not provision 
for the flesh; to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Rom. 13: 14). 

every boat is bu: we can say: “ or- 
bid that I should gtory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14). 


The Miracle of Christian Joy 


gotten together in that home of God, the heart of 

the true believer. It is not God’s wish that his 

people be melancholy, although we fear that often 
tie impression made upon the world is that Chris- 
tianity is a melancholy thing. God’s design is that 
we should be a people of joy, and when heralding the 
advent of the Saviour te heavenly voice proclaimed, 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be te all people’ (Luke ‘2: 10). 
And from the lips: that.-poured forth grace and truth 
came the enriching word, “These things have I spoken 
unto you, that my j art —_ remain in you, and’ that 
your joy may be 15:11). 

The Cause of the Christian’s Joy—As indicated in 
this cheering-message the cause er source of the Chris- 
tian’s joy is the Lord himself. =. is not dependent on 
anything around us. and decay in all around 
I see,” but Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever.” Nothing in, the world can give 
us lasting satisfaction or abiding joy. Solomon tried 
the things of the world, but found himself in a state 
of utter discontent. In the book of Ecclesiastes you 
have a heart’s longing’ too deep for the world to 
satisfy, but in the Song of Solomon you have an 
Object of Satisfaction too great. for the heart te con- 
tain. Solomon said, “I gave my heart to seek and 
szarch out by wisdom concerning all things that are 
done under heaven” (Eccles. 1:13). He tried mirth, 
music’ and wine. He made great works, built houses, 
planted vineyards, made gardens and orchards, had 
servants, silver and gold and peculiar~treasures in 
abundance, and whatsoever his eyes desired he kept 
not from them. And what was the result? “Behold, 
all is vanity and vexation of spirit!” But when we 
turn to his sweet Song of Songs we have emerged 


] eee hes Ga 


out of the shadow into the sunshine. We turn from 
the cankered heart to the crowned heart — crowned 
with the joy of God. “I sat down under his shadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste” 
(Song of Sol. 2:3). Paradoxical though it may 
seem, yet there is joy and sunshine under “his shadow.” 

In his beautiful word to us our Lord declares his 
desire that our joy be full. It is his joy, the divine 
joy; and he wants us to be filled with it. Just as 
darkness in a room is expelled by being irradiated 
with light, so it is our Lord’s purpose that gloom be 

sed from our lives by the glory of his joy. 

Is this possible in human Were it not so 
he would not have declared it,.for our Lord does not 
mock us. But is it true in human experience? Yes, 
for we read that “the disciples were filled with joy 
and with the Holy Ghost,” and -what was true of them 
can be true of us if we do not limit God. The word 
spoken to them is the same word spoken to us. 


The Character of the Christian’s Joy.—This joy is 
that of the heavenly One and therefore is heavenly 
in character. It is not the effervescent thing in the 
world which passes for joy. They drink at their 
fountain, but they thirst again. But the joy of God 
is eternal, deep, and satisfying. It is the joy that 
is “unspeakable and full of glory” (1 Pet. 1:8). So 


full, so great, that it cannot be told out. It is full of 
glory. holy joy, the very glory of God is its char- 
acteristic, It is not the empty, earthly. mirth, but 


the holy, heavenly melody. How great the grace 
of God “hat in granting us this heavenly joy we-have 
here on earth below a foretaste of Heaven above. 
And yet how many. ate, missing it.. They_allow them- 
selves to be burdened? with the, trials of lifé\and over- 
come by tempeh and: fait -to receive’ the refreshing, 
enriching draughts fom the Fountain. Of how many 
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Christians can people of the world say that they seem 
no vetter off than worldlings? And yet in the risen 
Lord there is victory and joy. 


The Manifestation of the Christian’s Joy.—This joy 
will manifest itself in many ways; three may be noted. 
It will manifest itself in song. “Singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord” is the expression 
of this joy. The heart becomes a chamber of music 
unto God. The heart filled with the joy of the Lord 
sings to the Lord. Then it bursts forth in supplication. 
Paul writing to the beloved Philippians speaks of 
making request for them with joy. This is ever the 
outcome of true joy, fervent supplication for the 
Church of God and the unsaved around. The life 
thrilled with the joy of the Lord has the passionate 
yearning that others should enjoy it, through possess- 
ing him as Saviour and Lord. And as we-grow up into 
Christ the desire abounds with an abounding joy. 
The joy is revealed also in service. The joyful life 
loves to serve the Lord, not because it is a duty but 
because it is a delight. _It is the service born of love, 
and there is no greater joy than that of serving the 
Lord. 

For this song, supplication, and service, there is 
wonderful stimulus found in a passage in Nehemiah 
8:10: “The joy of the Lord is your strength.” This 
word translated “strength” can also be translated “de- 
fence” or “stronghold.” We have here then the pre- 
cious truth that the joy of the Lord is: not only our 
enablement, but also our embattlement. How encour- 
aging it is to know that our hearts can be indwelt and 
enveloped in the joy of the Lord, to keep out that 
which would mar the song, enfeeble the supplication, 
and retard the service. 


The Continuance of the Christian’s Joy.—How. does 
this joy continue? How is it maintained? The Lord 
who is its Source is alone its Sustainer. The link be- 
tween us and him at the beginning was faith, and 
so it must be in continuance. The passage in 1 Peter 
1:8, already réferred to, quoted in full reads thus: 
“Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though 
now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy, 
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unspeakable and full of glory.” So that for the deep, 
continuous joy, abiding even amid trial and sorrow, 
there must be the momentary believing. Another pas- 
sage speaks to the same effect: ‘Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye 
may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost” (Rom. 15:13). The joy is maintained through 
faith in our Lord, and our abiding in him. “Abide in 
me, and I in you,” is the secret of the abiding joy. 
This alone is the means for its maintenance, and noth- 
ing around can be substituted for it. The more we 
know Christ, the greater will be our. joy, And the 
more the Holy Spirit is given his sovereign sway 
over the life, the greater will be the production of 
the fruit of the Spirit, which is love, joy, and peace, 


The Obstacles to the Christian’s Joy—What 
are the obstacles continually. threatening our joy? 
Unbelief, and anxiety over the cares and circum- 
stances of this life will prevent it. The arising of 
unbelief means the shadowing of our joy. And if 
we become centered upon the cares instead of upon 
Christ our joy vanishes; and to have our eyes upon 
the cares is to have them off Christ. We all know 
what it is to have cares, and when loved ones are 
involved, how easy it is to become anxious. The 
Devil seems to concentrate his power upon the cares 
in his endeavor to crowd out Christ and crush our 
joy. But God shows us that it is gloriously possible 
to possess the joy despite the cares or circumstances. 
Listen to Paul! “I am filled with comfort, I am 
exceeding joyful in all our tribulation” (2 Cor. 7: 4). 
Speaking of the Macedonians he says, “How that in 
a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy 
and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of 
their liberality’ (2 Cor. 8:2). This is the triumph 
of faith that holds the blessing. 


Although the things of life fail, cares abound, and . 


circumstances assail, triumphant faith refuses to doubt, 
refuses to be overcome, but declares its determina- 
tion to trust God always for this unspeakable joy. 
And how is this possible? Through abiding in faith 
in a miracle-working Lord. 





The Ignorance of Unbelief 


It is a strange fact that, from the earliest ages 
of mankind down to this latest moment of the twen- 
tieth century, whenever men have rejected God and 
denied. the truthfulness z his Word they have almost 
invariably done so on the ground of the high attain- 
ments of their own intellectual knowledge. “As every 
well educated person knows” is one of the cherished 
phrases of self-deception of both the Modernist and 
the Atheist. “The assured results of scholarship” have 
proved, to the unbeliever, that the Bible is not true. 
And along with this strange but perennial deception 
of the unbeliever, which exalts the mind of man and 
rejects the wisdom of God, there is found a strange, 
aimcst unbelievable ignorance of the simplest facts. 
Modernists, Higher Critics, Unitarians, and Atheists 
are alike in disclosing their own ignorance of facts 
that are completely established even from the stand- 
point of ordinary human reasoning. This ignorance of 
the unbeliever has been exhibited so repeatedly, and 
is such an invariable. accompaniment of denials of 
the Word, that it may seem unnecessary to call at- 
ention to it,—yet it is important to do so. 

A recent instance is sent to THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times by a North Carolina attorney, who asks for 
the Times’ comment. This Southern lawyer writes 
as follows: 


The Rev. Horace Westwood, of Boston, has been 
speaking at one of our local hotels, under the aus- 
pices of the Unitarian Laymen’s League. Accord- 
ing to a newspaper report which I clipped from one 
of our papers, he said in one of his discourses: 

“Despite all historical research and modern schol- 
arship, there isn’t a scholar living who-can say with 
abselute truthfulness what Jesus said or did; or give 
any details of his life. e remains a dim, heroic 
figure, shrouded in the mists of time. Not even the 
most patient scholarship can disentangle the mythi- 
cal and legendary elements from what may be genu- 
inely historical in the Gospels, and not one of the 
Gospels in our New Testament was written by a 
creditable [credible ?] eyewitness... 

“I say this not to upset the faith of anyone. What 
I have said is:common knowledge, taught in every 
reputable divinity school regardless of denomination.” 


With the greater part of the above quotation I am 
not disposed to quarrel, since (although the gentle- 
man states his opinion with a dogmatism that he 
might be unwilling to allow the orthodox in express- 
ing their beliefs) it is obviously no more than an 
opinion, and would likely be so understood by -any 
person of intelligence. But in that portion of the 
statement which I have underscored, he gets out of 
the realm of opinion or belief into that of present-day 
fact; and I suppose that his assertion is easily sus- 







ceptible of either verification or refutation. I doubt 
the truth of the statement, but am not well informed 
on the subject. 


I should appreciate your comment on Mr. West- 
wood’s assertion that the views he expresses are 
taught in every reputable divinity school. 


It is common knowledge that the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is, as has been 
truthfully said, “The best attested fact in history.” 
The statements of the Gospels, and of the entire Bible, 
have been subjected to the severest tests that men 
have ever brought to bear upon any literature, and 
the Book has come through unscathed. Statements 
like those attributed to the Rev. Horace Westwood 
are made in entire disregard, and apparently in entire 
ignorance, of facts that are as well established as the 
multiplication tabie. It is significant, for example, 
that in all the many years of archeological -research, 
no archeological discovery has ever been made, even 
by men who have no -sympathy with the evangelical 
faith and who themselves do not believe the Bible, 
that contradicts any historical statement in the Bible. 
If the Gospels are as mythical and legendary and un- 
reliable as this ignorant speaker asserts, why does 
not some one bring forward any evidence of this? 
It never has been done. One wonders why! The 
Christian does not wonder, but patiently waits for 
unbelievers to disprove the Word. 

A. striking instance of archeology’s corroboration 
of the truthfulness of the Scriptures occurred last 
year in a letter in these columns. An irresponsible 
newspaper reporter had published a statement’ to the 
effect that Dr. William Frederic Badé, the well- 
known archeologist, who is Director of the Tell En- 


Nasbeh Expedition of the Pacific School of Religion, - 


Berkeley, Cal., had stated that his discoveries at Tell 
En-Nasbeh had dealt a “smashing blow to the be- 
lief of the Fundamentalists in the accuracy of the 
Bible.” This statement had been mentioned in THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times, and Dr. Badé wrote a let- 
ter to the Editor asking that his disavowal be pub- 
lished, in repudiation of the fake interview given by 
the newspaper reporter. In his letter to THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times Dr. Badé said, “I had found nothing 
which in any way contradicted the Bitie.” The Times 
gladly published this statement and made the follow- 
ing comment: ' 

“While it is well known that the personal views 
of the California archeologist are those of the critical 
or so-called liberal school, and widely removed from 
the convictions of Dr. Kyle and,THe Sunpay ScHoor 
TIMEs, nevertheless it is good to have this fresh evi- 
dence from an archeologist of his experience and stand- 
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ing that nothing has been found in the records of the 
stones and other excavations contrary to the historical 
records in the Scriptures. This is the invariable and 
long-tested evidence of pick and spade in Bible lands; 
and those who accept- unquestioningly the Scriptural 
records as the very Word of God rejoice in arche- 
ology’s steadily\increasing corroboration of the Bible.” 

It is quite in keeping with the ignorance of Mr. 
Westwood’s alleged statement about the mythical char- 
acter of the Gospels that he should go on and make 
a statement about divinity schools of today that shows 
the same ignorance. For the fact-is, as every intelli- 
gent minister and layman knows, that there are scores 
of theological seminaries and divinity schools, both de- 
nominational and interdenominational, in the United 
States, Canada, Great Britain, and Europe, that stand 
for and teach uncompromisingly the deity of Jesus 
Christ and the historical. authenticity of the Gospels. 


There are, of course, some divinity schools that have. 


so lamentably turned away from the evangelical Chris- 
tian faith that they shatter any faith that their stu- 
dents may have had in the deity of Christ and the 
authenticity of the Gospels. But it is to be questioned 
whether schools of even such recognized Liberalism 
as Union Theological Seminary of New York, and 
the Divinity School of the University of Chicago, 
would go so far as the statements Mr. Westwoed is 
alleged to have made. 

The burden of proof. always rests upon one who 
makes a sweepingly negative statement. No Unitarian 
or Atheist can offer facts that confirm.the alleged 
statement of Mr. Westwood, by naming any consid- 
erable numbez of theological seminaries that take the 
position he describes. A good antidote to such wild 
and ignorant statements is the reading of a few of the 
recent books written by men of the highest intellectual 
standing, showing. conclusively that, as the laté Dr. 
Robert Dick Wilson used to say, no man knows enough 
to disprove the statements of the Bible. Four such 
recent books, for example, are the following, each 
written by a man of recognized standing in such 
fields as the law, medicine and surgery, education, and 
Biblical scholarship: 

“A Lawyer and the Bible. By I. H. Linton. 
(Harper and Brothers, 49 East Thirty-third Street, 
New York, $1.50.) 

“A Scientific Man and the Bible.” By Dr. Howard 
A. Kelly. (Harpers, $1.50.) Pee 

“Exploring the Bible.” By Frank E. Gaebelein. 
(Harpers, $1.50. 

“A Scientific Investigation of the Old Testament.” 
By Dr. Robert Dick Wilson. (Harpers, $2.50.) 


a 
*“*Does God Know What I Will Do?” 


I hope that you will find it profitable to discuss 
the question ‘“‘Does God know what I will do?”. in 
your letter column,° - 

There are many asking the question nowadays, and 
you know that each generation has to have the mat- 
ter settled; so far as I am personally concerned I 
am fixed in the matter, and always have beén since 
I was saved, that God does know just exactly what I 
will do.. His prediction. many years in advance of ful- 
fillment shows that, and many passages speak -it out 
clearly, as in 1 Samuel 23:11, 12. __. 


That .God knows all things, and that the future is 
known to him as fully as the present or the past, is 
the plain teaching ‘of the Bible. “Known unto God 
are all his works from the beginning of the world” 
(Acts 15:18). Other Scriptures show that God has 
always‘ known not only what his own works should 
be but also the works of men and of all beings, angels, 
spirits good or bad; Satan himself. When the risen 
Lord Jesus asked Peter for the third time, “Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” Peter said truly: 


“Lord, thou knowest all things” (John 21:17).- 


Through the prophet Isaiah God rebuked his chosen 
people Israel for supposing that God could not know 
all that they had done or might do: “Why sayest 
thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way. is 
hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over 
from my God? Hast thou not known? hast thou 
not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, . . . 
there is no searching of his understanding” (Isa. 
40:27, 28). ats 

God’s foreknowledge is, of course, a mystery that 
we cannot comprehend. It is beyond our limited and 
finite human understanding to see how men can’ have 
free will, as the Scriptures plainly declare, and how 
at the same time God can have foreknowledge, know- 
ing long beforehand exactly what every human be- 
ing, in entire free will, will do or will not do. Yet 
both are true: man’s free will and God’s foreknowl- 
edge. Both are declared in Scripture. We cannot 
reconcile the two, but God can. Let us be contént 


to leave to God some things that we cannot under-- 


stand, for “now I know in part; but then shall I know 
even as also I am known” (1 Cor. 13:12). A Chris- 
tian army officer of Civil War times was once asked 
if he could understand certain facts in connection with 
. “Of course not,” he replied with deep convic- 
tion. “I cannot understand God. I don’t want te 
understand God. I could not trust a God whom I 
could understand.” : 
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Doors to hell that open when atheism closes 
the doors to spiritual truth 


Atheism and the Home—Two Pictutes#\ vw 
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By an ex-Atheist 
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home in the western part of the city of Los 

Angeles. It was a beautiful home, in beautifui 
surroundings. Its front windows looked out upon a 
park with a sparkling, gem-like lake, with banks and 
rolling stretches of velvety green grass, beds of multi- 
colored flowers, and an endless variety of semi-tropical 
trees and shrubbery. : 

The house was beautiful within as well as without. 
The rooms of the two stories were elegantly and 
tastefully furnished. It was a home in the best sense; 
a place where moderate but ample wealth. united with 
love and cultured refinement to produce a real home. 

The family was not large; the husband, the wife, 
and a young lady daughter. : 

The Fusbend, a tall, attractive man of pleasing per- 
sonality, was a dentist with a large and growing prac- 
tice. He was a man of vivacious temperament and 


Mics. goes back full thirty years to a private 


‘an erratic, daring intellectuality. The wife was a 


quiet woman with a sweet, gracious smile and an 


air.of immense reserve force of character. The daugh- 


ter, an accomplished pianist, was tall like her father, 
but otherwise like her mother; with a heavy mass 


_of dark hair, a wax-like complexion, and a contour of 


face that would be called spirituelle. 

Weekly evening meetings of a Socialist group ,were 
held in this home. We met to discuss the various 
angles of radical political and atheistic philosophies. 
We denounced the church and religion in general and 
Christianity in particular. A minister of the Gospel 
would have had no place in that circle. Books of a 
radical nature were often read and quoted, but if 
there was a Bible in that house I never saw it or 
heard it referred to unless in contemptuous terms. 
The “Marseillaise” was often sung, and popular songs 
of the day, but never a Gospel hymn. Prominent 


Socialists and speakers with anarchistic and atheistic 


leanings were often: present by invitation to address 
the evening. Plans were formulated 
for campaigns and for “red” activities generally. . In 
this polished and refined home, in this upper class 
residential neighborhood, we advocated the same ideals 
advocated in the ghettoes of the great cities. 

That home. did not, last long. Within two or three 
years of the time of which I speak it was broken up. 
Les house remained; it remains today. But not the 
‘home. 

The husband fell in love with another woman. There 
was no basic source of trouble in the home. There 
were no quarrels, never had been. There was no 
shadow of anything to cause disharmony in the little 
family circle itself. The: husband simply saw a woman 
he thought he liked better than his wife and beautiful, 
accomplished, flower-like daughter. . 

The woman whose shadow fell across this home 
was a Socialist organizer and lecturer; a herald of 
the “new freedom.” . She was a large, forceful woman 
with a compelling personality and-a voice that car- 
ried well in crowded hall meetings and in the open 
air, She and the dentist decided to “live their own 
lives” in their “own way.” Why should not “love” 
be “free”? This marriage business, with its church 
atmosphere and ministerial ceremonies and all that 
sort of thing, or even the civil license of “capitalistic” 
society — why not snap your fingers at all that non- 
sense of the “master class” and do as you please? 


“Freedom” But Not Happiness 


whispers that he was “sorry” for the step he had 
taken; that he was disillusioned; that the “freedom” 
had disclosed thorns as well as roses.. He lived with 
the woman Socialist organizer fora while. Then 
something happened and he found anofher charmer. 
This charmer in time gave place to still another. The 
dental practice suffered. e moved -from place to 


‘place. He left off his Socialist activities. His health 


to go down. Finally he died in an obscure 

lace. He had found “freedom” but . not. happiness. 

he only gold he found at the end of his rainbow 

chase was fool’s gold. “He that soweth to his flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption” (Gal. 6:8). 

I called upon this dentist’s divorced wife the other 
day. She had long since moved away from the house 
by the beautiful lake. 

For a second or two she hesitated at the door, look- 
ing at my card. Then she recalled me. 

“Yes,” she said, “all of thirty years ago. Please 
Some in.” And she smiled one of those old, gracious 
smiles. 

She is an aged woman now; snow-white hair, deeply 
lined face. But the quiet sense of reserve power — 
the power to endure sorrow — she still has. ‘It has 
kept her alive, I imagine, all these lonely years: - 
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ject is startling series of articles by a former 

atheist. This is the fourteenth article, and early 
issues of the Times will continue the series. 








“Yes, I.remember you now,” she said. “You used 
to write, yes, I recall.” 

Naturally the subject of the home tragedy came up 
and was discussed, as we must talk at times of death 
and other sad things. And here I learned that an- 
other tragedy had followed hard upon the first. — A 
few years after the husband’s desertion the beautiful 
daughter, the girl with the lily-white, spiritual face, 
had died, leaving the mother doubly alone; tragedy 
added to tragedy, sorrow upon sorrow. 

Then I caught a glimpse of something strange — 
that fathomless reserve power — power to endure; a 
power that takes blows without striking back. For 
as we spoke of the recreant husband and father she 
had no word of censure for him, no judgment or con- 


demnation. ~ : 

“Why should I judge him?” she said. “Am I wise 
enough to read motives? ‘Judgment is mine, sait 
the Lord.’ How often, with tears streaming down 
my face, have I read the words of Jesus, ‘Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do.’” 

The Lord Jesus has been her strength througk the 
long years of her trial. And yet the light she has 
on divine things I found to be very limited. But such 
light as she has she has walked in, and the dear Holy 
Spirit, who reads all hearts and understands all hu- 
man needs, has supplied the rest. “Why shouldn’t 
I forgive when He forgave?” she said. ’ 

My memory of the daughter had grown dim, but 
when she asked me into another room to show me 
pictures in different poses, I remembered at once. 

“How could he have gone off and left her?” she 
mourned, the old sorrow welling up after all the 
years. “How could he have done it?” And mentally 
I added, “and a rare wife besides.” 


A Welcome Contrast 


As I talked with this aged and lonely woman, so 
terribly bereaved in her lifetime, I thought of another 
scene in contrast with this not far away from the 
place where we were sitting. 

A few weeks before, desiring to learn the where- 
abouts of a certain minister of the Gospel whom I had 
known as a boy, I phoned a pastor of the church 
only to be told that the man I sought had died two 
weeks before, but that his widow could be found at 
the old people’s home of that denomination. 

I went to see this lady. Her husband’s death by 
heart failure being so recent, her tears came as she 
told me about it. 

It pleased her when I told her how well I remem- 
bered her husband as a school teacher in a Middle 
Western State many years ago; of school boy pranks; 
and of how, from his anxious watching for the coun- 
try mail carrier and a possible letter, we youngsters 
suspected there was a young lady correspondent some- 
where. All this took her back to the sweet old 
days of young loye and young hopes, and I saw the 
smile come into her face. 

Then she told me about her husband’s forty long 
years uf Gospel ministry; a ministry not famous, per- 
haps, but faithful and therefore sure of its reward. 
And with the joy of that long, long companionship in 
her face she spoke tenderly of their fiftieth marriage 
anniversary which had occurred only a few weeks be- 
fore his sudden death; of how he had “surprised” all 


‘the: tables in the home with ice cream and delicacies 


at dinner in recognition of this happy event. 

Fifty years of walking together hand in hand in 
loving companionship and in the service of their Mas- 
ter and King! A full half century of happy married 
life, begun in love, continued in love, and crowned 
with a diadem of love at the end! 

At the end? No! At the end of the earthly part 
of it only. For after a little interval of waiting until 
the wife’s call comes also, the husband will stand 
awaiting her over there, and then hand in hand they 
will go on again; on and on in that place where no 
separations are, and no sorrows, forever and forever. 

As I write this the postman brings me a letter from 
this lady, acknowledging a paper I had sent her con- 
taining an account of my own conversion, In_ this 
letter she says in part: 


Dear Mr. Corey: 

I have read with interest the articles.in Tue Sunpay 
Scuoot Times telling of your spiritual experiences. I 
thank our Father for the “Radical Change.” How 
dear husband would have rejoiced in the return to 


faith of your childhood. . . . Glad you found the Carmel 
matter all i sn I thank you for your kind remembrance, 
and for sending the story of your spiritual experience. 

Very sincerely, 


I have put “Atheism and the Home” at the head 
of this article. I am not implying that all home 
wreckers, or wife or husband deserters are atheists. 
Not at all, If that were the case it would indicate 
an atheistic population out of all harmony with the 
facts. If atheists, as such, were responsible for all 
the divorces in the United States, it might almost be 
ais that the atheistic party could elect the next Pres- 
ident. 

But if it be said (nor can it be denied) that many 
roe who call themselves Christians get divorces, 

answer that they have to put such Christianity as 
they have in cold storage while they are doing it. If 
a Christian deserts his family, or does any other such 
sin, he has first to turn his back on Jesus Christ and 
take a step toward atheism. “Be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:2). 

Think of the difference, for a moment, of two such 
cases as the following: 

Mr. Brown gets a divorce from his wife and mar- 
ries his stenographer. And Brown calls himself a 
Christian and belongs to the —— Church. What? A 
Christian get a divorce? The gossips start gossiping. 
There is surprise, and doubt at once is cast upon the 
sincerity of Brown’s profession of Christianity. The 
world at large pins a on Brown reading, “Pro- 
fessor, but not possessor”; or, briefer and more to 
the point, “Hypocrite.” 

Mr. Jones gets a divorce from his wife and marries 
his stenographer. Now Jones shouts from the house 
tops that he is an atheist; that he is President of the 
—“Hell’s Angels” society and doesn’t care who knows 
it. But he might as well have held his breath and 
kept still. He gets no publicity. He attracts no at- 
tention. Nobody looks at him the second time. No- 
body points at. him, nobody pins tags on him or even 
calls him names. True, he is an atheist and deserted 
his wife. Well, what of it? That’s only what athe- 
ists are supposed to do, Jones hasn’t achieved any 
distinction. What he has done is not worth three lines 
on the inside page as news. Jones is only working 
at his regular trade. For getting divorces, getting 
drunk, blowing up churches and banks, and starting 
tragedies of every sort—those things are all in the 
day’s work with atheism. 


Signposts on the Road to Hell 

Not that all atheists do all of these things, They 

couldn’t do all of them.: I know atheists who are not 
bank robbers, and: 1 suppose.there are. bank robbers 
who are not.atheists.. But atheism, the denial of God 
and of his Son Jesus Christ, and of the Bible and sal- 
vation through the blood of Calvary, and of the res- 
urrection and the keeping power of the Holy Spirit 
— atheism, in closing the door on all these great spir- 
itual truths, automatically ms another door: the 
door to those “works of the flesh” which Paul classi- 
fies as “adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivious- 
ness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, strife; seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, 
drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which -I 
tell you before, as I have also told you in time ‘past, 
that they which do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God” (Gal. 5: 19-21). 
» Atheism is a signpost on the road to hell. The 
signpost may wear good clothes, be cultured, bow 
politely, smile, and use grammatical language. In 
fact, if he does-all these things he will be all the 
more effective as Satan’s signpost. But he is a sign- 
post just the same. 

Atheism, in denying God, denies common sense and 
an ordered universe. 

I hold in my hand a Swiss watch. When atheism 
convinces me that nobody made that watch, that it 
“just happened,” then I shall be ready to believe that 
this more marvelous machine still, the universe of 
the grass under my feet and the stars over my head, 
also had no Maker, it “just happened.” ‘ 
; A few years ago Ezra Decoto, then and for a long 
time district attorney of Alameda County, California, 
in a meeting in the Hotel Oakland, Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, used these trenchant words: “The world is 
going crazy. What we need is to get back to the 
anes Christianity, and . the old-fashioned 

ible. 

The only way to improve these words is to obe 
their ,injunction, . 

(To. be. continued) , . 
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_ The Nicaragua Earthquake 


By W. F. Aberle 
Of the. Cantral American Mission 


“And the Lord saved them by a great deliverance” 
(1 Chron, 11: 14). 


URING these days which have followed the ter- 
rible earthquake that brought almost complete 
destruction to Managua, in Nicaragua, Central Amer- 
ica, it has been good to see how the Lord has shown 
mercy in his judgments. The hand of the Lord _ is 


‘mighty to save his own out of turmoil. From his 


word we know that his great deliverances have always 
been divinely purposed for the furtherance of the cause 
of Christ, 

Managua, the cosmopolitan of Nicaragua, a city of 
60,000 inhabitants, came to a speedy ruin on March 
31. In twenty seconds her foundations were shaken 
disastrously ; in thirty-six hours thirty of the commer- 
cial blocks were burned to the ground; and her unfor- 
tunate people were turned into a state of fear, con- 
fusion, suffering and dispersion. Such a calamity! It 
has been estimated that 2,000 souls were killed, and 
crushed bodies are still being excavated. 

But a great deliverance was wrought. Up to date, 
we have no report of a single believer that perished 
of the 1,000 Evangelicals who lived in the city. Is 
it not a striking testimony of the Lord’s mercy? The 
conduct of the native believers is a source of joy and 
courage to the missionary. They have~manifested 
calmness, no spirit of complaint; and a real victory 
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and confidence in the Lord.. They have lost their 
homes, but not their treasures which are spiritual, laid 
up in Heaven. Not so with those who still grope in 
Koman darkness, possessed of fear, uncertainty and 
hopelessness. 

ihe thousands of refugees have received much aid, 
medical and material, from the United States Marines 
and the Army, the various Red Cross Societies, etc. 
‘Lhe missionaries have helped wherever they could, but 
we feel that our problems will increase as these 
agencies withdraw and the rains come. Fe-v habitable 
houses are left. The city is being cleaned by the 
American Red Cross, and reconstruction wiil be under- 
taken little by little, according to reports, though pros- 
pects are poor in the face of the, existing crisis. 

Not only were the Lord’s people delivered, but also 
his house. Our fine large church building suffered 
little damage; the walls still stand erect and firm. 
Some tile roofing was broken and the thin coat of 
plaster fell off; however, the building can be repaired 
without a great expenditure of money. But the mis- 
sionaries have no house. For temporary use a small 
wooden shack has been claimed on the Mission premises 
until it please the Lord to provide for building suit- 
able quarters. We look to God’s children in the home- 
land for co-operation in prayer for the will of the 
Lord to be acconiplished in our undertakings. It is 
our strong conviction that a great deliverance has 
been wrought in our midst for a great purpose — for 
a more effective work of evangelizing than ever be- 
fore. Brethren, pray with us and for us. 

Manacua, Nicaracua, C. A. 




















A Farm Mother’s Letters to Mothers 


6. An Antidote for “‘Temperament” 











Skylight Farm. 
-Dear Frienp MorHeEr: ; 

I’ve been out raking the yard and tonight I mean 
to have a gorgeous bonfire. Sensible, prosaic people 
would have it burning now; but I like my bonfires 
after nightfall, a sort of memorial, I suppose, of the 


. days when, as children, we used to assemble all the 


dry grass and leaves in the block into one enormous 
pile and burp it after dark. It was such fun, after 
the surface Had burned over, to poke the smoldering 
mass and see it flame up anew. Oddly enough, when 
I came in and, sitting down to rest, took up the Book, 
I learned something theresabout poking up fires. You 
Shien about fanning into a 
flame that precious “divine spark” that is often said 
by people who reject the truth of redemption through 
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ to be lurking 
somewhere in the inner workings of a!l human nature. 
I am sure that is ignis. fatuus, for I’ve never found 
any Scriptural ground for believing in its existence. 
But I learned a few minutes ago that there may 
within us a smoldering fite which it is perfectly Scrip- 
tural to talk of fanning into a flame. 

I’m sorry for people who don’t believe in the divine 
‘origin of the words of: the Bible.. They miss the 
thrill that I get out of picking up suggestive words 
cas handling and polishing them until suddenly they 
begin to glow and give off wonderful rays of light 
hidden there by the Holy Spirit centuries ago. You 
remember how Paul the aged, in that letter that em- 

ies the ripest counsel of him who had fought his 
ht and was awaiting his discharge, exhorts Timo- 
-thy, “Stir up the gift of God, which is in thee” (2 
Tim. 1:6). I just discovered that the Greek word 
‘rendered “stir up” means to kindle anew, or stir into 
a flame, just as I love to do with a smoldering bonfire. 

Now the verse that follows this admonition has for 
sometime been to me a sort of secret rallying a 
when I feel like retreating. Our. minister was call- 
ing one evening and we fell into a discussion of sui- 
cide and of the question as to whether a saved person 
“ever commits that +tragic sin. Our minister is a 
delightful young man who is always ready to make 

Word of God the court of final asiieal In sup- 
port of his side of the argument he quoted 2 Timothy 
1:7, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” After 
he was gone I got out my little old Greek Testament 
with the covers off and the flyleaf gone and took that 
verse to pieces to see what it is made of. Such 
treasure as I found! It was the richest, most fruit- 
ful bit of research I have done in a long, long time. 
God hath never given us that spirit of fearfulness, 
timidity —the state of mind that leads to panic and 
rout. If we are so afflicted, it has come from an- 
other source. The suggestion is sinister. What God 
gives is “power,” the word that has dynamite in the 
root of it, “power,” and “love,” and then that other 
thing that is so hard to express in English. One 
translation renders it “sound mind,” another, “disci- 
pline.” Both meanings seem to be there; for it -is 


composed of two roots, one meaning “safe” and 
“healthy,” the other, the “act of thinking,” the “abil- 
ity,” then, for “healthy thinking.” Fear is sickly, 
disintegrating. God’s gifts are constructive. This 
“gift” of Timothy’s, then, seems like the fire in a forge 
which to be kept in working condition calls occa- 
sionally for the use of the bellows. 

My own experience checks with Timothy’s; and 
so, I am sure, does yours, particularly if you, too, 
happen to be one of those wobbly folk sometimes 
styled, for the sake of courtesy, mecurial, or tempera- 
mental. Here is the best antidote for temperament 
that I have ever found. Power, love, healthy-minded- 
ness, all by the gift of God! I’ve always prided my- 
self on not being one of those females who shriek 
easily and are a prey to the man-under-the-bed terror ; 
but that’s not saying I’ve never been fear-ridden. 
When I was a youngster of the most impressionable 
age I read a sentence of some cynical French philos- 
opher which haunted me for yeats. “Nothing -is more 
natural or more fallacious than the belief that we 
are beloved.” Poor chap! What a give-away senti- 
ment! Either his liver was very bad or he was 
wholly selfish. But I wasn’t wise enough in my young 
days to see through his cynicisrn. It sounded like 
philosophy and made me lonesome. Then came the 
fear of missing my calling. I blame Mr. Shakespeare, 
with his “tide in the affairs of men,” more or less 
for that. I was actually afraid to let myself be very 
happy for fear I might be missing the path of duty; 
for duty had a hard, bumpy sound. Fears all along 
the way. O the horror of a rejection slip! I was 
comforted once to hear a brilliant humorist of. national 
renown own up to being perpetually afraid of not 
“going over.” I’ve shed tears before now at sight 
of a blank sheet of typewriter paper and the thought 
“of my own.temerity in presuming to fill it, Or perhaps 
I’ve had to speak in public and the echo of my own 
voice has come back to me sounding distinctly like a 
bray. I’ve been afraid of growing tired of every- 
thing, a real menace to one who has lived long enough 
to know that none of the prizes of this world are 
proof against corrosion, no matter how much they glit- 
ter, a real menace, unless one knows the sure way out 
of such a predicament. I don’t mean to imply that 
I’ve had personal experience of the cloying after- 
taste of wealth or fame. But what blanks experience 
has left, observation and imagination have amply 
filled. I never wonder that there are so many suicides. 
I wonder that there are not more. I am always ap- 
prehensive lest the present mad scramble for pleasure 
with its inevitable disappointment may lead to an epi- 
demic of suicide. 

But is it possible for the child of God to wander 
so far from the path of sanity and rectitude as actually 
to be guilty of self-murder? I doubt whether any one 
of us is qualified to give a final answer to that ques- 
tion, even as none of us can pass upon the title of 
another to eternal life. I. have known at least two 
suicides who, until their nerves gave way gave every 
“evidence Of a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
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and a kind and sacrificial spirit of service toward their 
fellows. Both undertook more than they could carry 
out and broke under the strain. Perhaps it is well 
that we cannot speak with authority upon the eternaf 
issue. The more awful the warning that is there 
It is a terrible thing to go out into eternity with suck 
a sin unconfessed and equally terrible to leave behind 
loved ones who must agonize over the horror of our 
deed all through the years. 

The thing that is. absolutely sure and indisputable 
is this. If we are indeed children of God, no matter 
how feebly the gift burns and smolders within, it 
still is there, ready if we will but fan it to blaze 
afresh. For God hath not given the spirit of fear- 
fulness; but of power, and of love, and of sanity. 

Perhaps nobody else in all the world so needs te 

keep these embers glowing with steady heat as de 
the mothers. If mother “goes to pieces” the whole 
family is disorganized. Didn’t you hate to come 
home from school and find your mother depressed or 
blue? My mother’s declining years were so sweet 
and serene in spite of failing sight and hearing that 
it seems unfair to remember that she was ever other- 
wise. But in my earlier years there were such times 
and I remember that I had a trick of inventing or 
magnifying some trouble of my own because it made 
Ler so instantly forget hers and turn comforter. If 
we mothers could maintain a cheerful trustfulness in 
every situation it would spread like an epidemic 
through the whole family. I firmly believe that cow- 
ards are made so while they are children. 
_ I remember how one night my little daughter and 
I, alone in the house, were seated on the piano bench 
at twilight. Behind us at the farther end of the 
living room was an outside door and near it the stair- 
case. It was almost dark when I seemed distinctly 
to hear footsteps creeping stealthily. down the stairs. 
As I turned my head slightly, she snuggied a little 
closer and whispered, “What do you hear?” I did 
my best to sound casual. “I don’t know. Probably 
the cat.” And I went on playing though my skin 
was prickling. Whether some one actually came down 
the stairs and passed on out, or whether it was only 
one of those unaccountable noises houses can produce 
out of nothing at night I never knew; but I feel sure 
that I might there and then have given the child a 
lifelong terror of housebreakers. I severely rebuked 
a maid once for showing fear of a thunderstorm be- 
fore my children. My little daughter and I once 
narrowly escaped being struck by a demolished shed 
as we had gone out in a pasture to enjoy a better 
view of an approaching storm. But we did escape 
and ‘laid stress on the fact. Today she manifests no 
terror of storms. 

Power, love, sound of mind. I find that it wards o 
panic to repeat the words. 

“Behold I will build me a nest on the greatness of 
God.” No danger there of a middle-aged slump or 
of sated appetite. “He giveth power to the faint; and 
to them that have no might he increaseth strength” 


(Isa. 40: 29). 
Your friend, 
A Farm Moraer. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
Sche Times saa-tae Becth Thirteuk te Seni 
Ce) Se 
delphia. No names or addresses or ona will. be 
published in The Sunday School Times; if ques- 
tions are too an answer in these 
celumns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 

Dear Mother Ruth: I see how wisely you answer ques- 
tions of troubled inquirers, and I feel I must bring you 
mine. In the May 109, 1928, issue of The Sunday School 
Times you had the second installment of an Editorial by 
Dr. Trumbull. In it he used an illustration of a mission- 
ary who delighted in having people see her doing Christian 
work.. His answer..was that she must surrender her pride, 
but he did nét explain how this must be done. My sin 
greatly resembles this one. I do quite a little. public 
Christian work, and so often the thought comes. to me, “I 
wonder what they think of me, when I do this,” and I’m 
ashamed to say it is thoughts of praise I am thinking of. 

I have confessed it to my Lord over and over, and never 
do-any particular work without asking his special guidance, 
and that my hearers might see the Christ and not me, 
and yet these thoughts come. I quickly ask God to: for- 
give me, but oh, I hate myself so for this sin, and how 
I do pray, always, that God might make. me more humble 
in his service! It makes me so discouraged I sometimes 
think I must quit all public work, and yet I know he has 
specially called me so I dare not. 

I might add that in spite of this vile sin, God has seen 
fit to bless my work, and when I tried to quit, thinking 
I couldn’t go another step, those with whom I work con- 
vinced me I must not. I do believe the Holy Spirit dwells 
within me, and that God does desire only our good, and 
I have and do continually pray for cleansing, and refilling, 
and that he might show me if I have held anything back 
from complete surrender. And hew I do jong for a happy, 
victorious, surrendered life! .I have asked him to make 
meas» yielded clay, and remove this sin of. self-seeking at: 
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whatever cost necessary, and I know he answers sincere 
‘prayer. But’ I am continually thinking I must not be 
fulfilling some condition, amd yet I pray that I might be 
shown if this is the case. - 
-Sometimes for a while I think he has answered my 
prayer, and that he has given me victory over this _sin, 
and then it comes again, and I am prostrated with grief. 
I even catch myself planning my talks and work so others 
may think I am good, and I am hypocrite enough, I guess, 
to think that I have succeeded to a great extent, so much 
so that some think they can’t get along without me, 
which makes me hate myself the more. 

Now I am going to pray that God may help you to place 
- your finger upon the real trouble, and don’t be afraid to 
be plain, scathing if necessary, if only I can be made to see. 

I have no desire for earthly pleasures, and though I have 
had to give personal pleasure in order to keep up. my 
work, yet it is nothing compared to the joy I have in 
working for the Master, when I work humbly and sincerely. 
Sometimes I almost envy those who openly do nothing, 
and yet seem satisfied. 


Y DEAR FRIEND: What a time the adversary 
has been giving you! How he has tried to get 
a good Christian to serve him and accept his sugges- 
tions, and how he would like to have you leave the 
forces of those who are doing the will of the Mas- 
ter! Can’t you see how he is working in your life? 
To be sure you will_be hounded by the enemy, if 
you are capable, and if you are accomplishing things 
for Christ. -He will try to spoil you in one way or 
another. 
Your first concern must be to be surrendered. If 
_ the surrender that you have made is not complete, 
make it again. Do not be upset because Satan is 
persistent; that is one of his characteristics, and we 
will do well to copy the method. We must be ever 
on the alert against sin. In your case, you are go- 
ing to be the overcomer, and you will find if you fol- 


low the Master’s voice, and do the work he gives you - 


to do, you will be conqueror. 

. Now when this temptation to self-adulation comes 
to you, just take a moment to lift your eyes. to God, 
and in that instant God will know your need. Every 
time thé thought of pride comes to you, even when 
you are speaking, hesitate long enough to look to 
your heavenly Father and even as those of old looked 
at the brazen serpent and had life for the look, so 
you will find the evil one will be vanquished. Be just 
as positive about overcoming this temptation as yoy 
would if some other form of temptation came to you 
and tried to influence you to yield. 

Another word about your surrender. Be sure you 
give yourself to the Lord in a continued yielding. You 
are not made into the model he wants in a day, but 
he is a patient teacher and molder, and when you 
want him to have his own way with you, keep in 
prayer constantly. It is so easy to allow the cares 


of the day to absorb your interests, and in that ab-.~. 


_ sorption you are apt to become separated from him, 


so it is nécessary to be continually lookimg to_him. - 


Mr. James McConkey has a precious leaflet called 
“In and Out,” and he shows us we must keep drink- 
ing at the fountain, fresh for the outgoing, and for 
the constant infilling. 9f his Spirit. . 

A good plan, too, will be when you are speaking 
to make a point of telling your hearers that you could 
not give the message if it were not for your God. Con- 
tinually give public praise to him for the direction of 
thought and power that is yours. Let your listeners 
know that your utter dependence is on almighty God. 
Meet the enemy face to face and show him up. to 
your hearers, and put self in the background by ex- 
posing the adversary. Humility must come te you if 
you so treat the plan of the enemy. i: i 

Don’t let this condition fret you. Satan will let you 
alone on this point when he sees he cannot get you 
to give up. Depend wholly upon the*Lord Jesus to 
deal with Satan. 

Read Romans 12:3 and Mark 10: 43-45. After all 
there is no help like his own Word, and prayer. And 

_ it is so comforting to know he has given us 
other to confer together, and to pray for one another. 


Building Up a Young Men’s Class 

I am therein seeking help on how to get these young 
men [a class of. boys’ and young men sixteen to twenty- 
one years of age] out Sundays at 10 A. M. Last year 
we had a good attendance and raised eighty dollars for 
a leper fund in Korea, but this year I cannot move 
them. Have taken this lem to God in prayer. I 
know the trouble lies right in me. So I am open for 
“ estions. mg you in advance.—An Indiana 

N ANSWER to this problem, Mr. D. T. Richman, 

Assistant Treasurer of The Sunday School Times 
Company, and superintendent of Emmanuel Presbyte- 
rian Sunday School, Philadeiphia, relates an encour- 
aging experience: 
e I would suggest making inquiry along the following 


As ‘10 A. M. the usual Sunday-school hour in your 
vicinity ? 

Has the meeting time been changed? 

Have you changed pastor or superintendent ? 

Is there dissension in your church? 


..time he laid it on my heart to come to 
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Have you had too much pressure for money? 

Get the facts as fully as possible by talking con- 
fidentially with some members of the class. 

A similar situation arose in my own school with 
young men dropping out in the years between twenty 
and. twenty-two... As superintendent. I invited all of 
them to my home and spent the first hour finding 
out what business connections they had, how they 
liked their work, what prospects they had, and of- 
fered to help overcome any problems they might have 
in getting along in their particular line of work. 

My wife then brought in large dishes of big red 
apples, small salted pretzels and a large pitcher of 
water, and we continued eating and talking a while. 

I then stated that I had noticed that*most of them 
had been absent for several months and asked why. 
Of course, there was no immediate answer, but select- 
ing one member of the group I asked him why he 
did not come. His answer was very interesting. 
He stated that he had started in the Primary Depart- 
ment where they had told him the wonderful stories 
of the Bible, and he described very vividly his pleas- 
ure in getting up into the Junior Grade, and how proud 
he felt when he was promoted to the Intermediate De- 
partment of the Sunday-school. wr 

His reaction in the Intermediate Department was 
that he was then a “big boy,” and when the same 
stories were presented again, they had a very dif- 
ferent meaning and he was still interested in them. 
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After his promotion < to the Sehiog BRborinent he 
began to lose one because»he Pit there was noth- 
ing more to n.. ~Séveral other members of the 
group said they felt the same way. 

I then stated that being older than they were I 
knew by experience that they could not afford to stop 
studying the Bible, because it is the only dependable 
Guidebook for the problems they would surely meet 
in business, and I gave them a few illustrations. 

It was finally agreed that they would all return 
the following Sunday if I would conduct, for them, a 
series of studies on what the- Bible teaches regarding 
subjects which they then and there selected, such as 
money, friendship, Heaven, and hell. They wanted 
to know whether it is really possible for a Christian 
to carry his religion into business and how far he 
could do so without losing out. 

These were followed by a study of the facts regard- 
ing the Bible and their own denomination. In the 
middle of one of the lessons a member of the class 
wanted to know more about the Tabernacle, and the 
teacher said that they could not take that up because 
it was the old story of Moses which they had declared 
to be taboo. The class then agreed that they had 
been mistaken and we went back to the International 
Lesson and continued for several years. 

These young men remained faithful until they were 
married and obliged to live too far away to continue 
attending our Sunday-school. 














A recent experience of a member of the 
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OR the past five years I have been engaged in 
“4 pioneer missionary work in Belgium with the 

Beigian Gospel Mission, among my own country 
men. The Lerd has greatly blessed us there in his 
vineyard.-.. Last December, however, my work of 
yonceing could not go on because of lack of funds. 

ders had been provided for the. different groups 
of Christians that God had enabled me to bring to 
him, and I began_to ask him for new orders. At that 
the . United 
States to join my wife who had returned here -six 
months before; to thank the American Christiaiis in 
the name of my country men for all they had done, 
and to solicit their prayers and support for the work 
in Belgium... - t- oy! 

f course, I realized I must have money ‘for the 
trip, so I brought the matter before the Lord. As 
I was praying about it he reminded’-me that when I 
was a child ofthe world I had often workéd my way 
to save boat fare.~ Could I not do-it for-the Lord 
Jesus? I said, “Lord, if thou dost wart me to work 
my way to America, make it possible.” 

A few days later I went to Antwerp and sought 
employment on different boats. I did this for four 
days and finally the Lord opened the way for me to 
secure work in the stewards’ department of a freight 
boat. In this position I was not supposed to take any 
baggage, but I found that by paying for a cabin I 
could take luggage with me. The Mission did not 
have the money to pay: for a cabin far me; -but God 
- had it.” A Christian lady sent me a check. that- just 

covered this expense. Besides this, there was a tax 
that was also covered by another special-pift.- 

Now came the sport. I knew the Lord would 
take care of it, so I went to the Consul to arrange for 

_it. He asked me if I should have $3,000 when I 
arrived in the United States. I told him that if I 
had $5 I should be very happy; so he refused to give 
me the visa. But I felt led to persevere and as I did 
so the Lord inclined his heart and he said: “I know 
Mr. Norton well, and the good work he is doing. 

If you will get a letter from him in which he vouches 

for you, it will be all righit. 

This-I did and the Consul gave me my visa and 
I boarded~the freighter a few days later. 

The first day out I found it rather hard to do dish- 
washing and other unpleasant tasks as I was seasick, 
but I kept praying about it and without my saying 
anything to anyone, they changed me to painting out- 
side on deck. In less than two hours I was com- 
pletely over my seasickness and never had a recurrence 
of it. That first night I went to bed thankful for 
his great care over me. 

I worked for a few days without having an oppor- 
tunity to speak about the Lord Jesus to the men, but 
I prayed constantly that he would open some hearts, 
and as Sunday came I decided to try to glorify God 
by my attitude toward the Sabbath. 

The New York Bible Society has put a Bible in 
-a little metal rack in the dining saloon of all Amer- 
ican boats, sc that Sunday I took the Bible out of 
the rack and began to read it. One of the mates said 
to me, “Well, that’s the first time that Bible has ever 
been taken out of the rack.” That gave me an oppor- 


How a Ship’s Radio Man Was Won for Christ 


By Robert Van Goethem 
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ing about, and for three hours they listened to the 
Gospel... Among them was the radio operator, who 
was deeply interested, and he asked me many ques- 
tions, hoping that in the anSwers he would find argu- 
ments against some of his Christian friends at homes 
But the Word is a sharp, two-edged sword and it 
convicted him. 

The ee evenjng he asked me questions about 
his own soul. tried to explain to him what it meant 
really to believe, and spoke of the second mate who 
had said he believed that God exists and that Christ 
had lived, but his belief did not give him any peace 
or love. He was a rough man, quick tempered, and 
a grumbler. The Lord led me to say that that man’s 
belief was absolutely useless, for believing is receiv- 


ng. 

“Well,” said the radio operator, “I am just like 
the second mate. My belief in God has not given me 
that contentment and joy that you have. I haven’t 
accepted God as my Saviour.” 

A few minutes later we were on our knees before 
the Lord, and the operator asked forgiveness and 
accepted Christ as his Saviour. As we separated that 
night he held my hand and said, “Please come and 
pray often with me. I want to learn to pray.” So 
we had a little prayer-meeting every night together. 

One evening when we were in the radio room he 
said: “This is the best trip I have ever had. Oh, 
I am so happy to be able to go home and tell my 
wife I am saved. She has been praying for me for 
many years.” He could not wait till he got home to 


. tell her of his convetsion, so he sent her a wireless 


message about it. The following Sunday we wor- 
shiped our Lord and Master together. 

The third mate, who had been brought up in a 
Christian home but had wandered away from God, 
definitely promised me to read the New Testament 
every day. Toward the end of the trip the chief 
steward, who was a hard drinker, came to talk with 
me. His best friend, also a heavy drinker, had 
jumped overboard on the trip to Antwerp. As a re- 
sult of this the steward had tried to stop drinking, 
as he was afraid he would do just as his friend had 
done. He found, however, that he could not break 
the habit and he came to me to ask what Jesus could 
do for him. 

One of the officers—a very rough man— said: to 
me one day, “Have you been happy doing the sort 
of work you have been doing on this boat?” 

“Yes,” I replied, “very, very happy. God’s grace 
has been sufficient for me.” 

“Well,” he said, “I used to hate preachers and 
thought they were good for nothing, but you have 
put that idea out of my head.” 

As I was looking with a joyful heart at the Statue 
of Liberty, God gave me another seal of his approval 
of my coming to America as a messenger from my 
country men_to American Christians. The radio oper- 
ator came to me and slipped some money into my 
“This is to help you and others to 
reveal to the Belgians what you have revealed to me. 
It ig, a thank-offering to God, for I am now a saved 
man.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 






As we prayed together he thanked God for 
: having sent me on that boat. 
tunity to talk about the precious Word to those stand- - 
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Golden Text.—It is more blessed to give than to receive.—Acts 20 : 356 
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LESSON 3. JULY 19. SOCIAL SERVICE IN THE EARLY CHURCH 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 4 : 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9: 36-39; 2 Corinthians 9: 1-15 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is Acts 4: 32-35; 6:1-4; 2 Cor. 9: 1-7 


KinG JAMES VERSION 

Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and of 
one soul: neither said any of them that 
ought of the things which he possessed 
was his own; but they had all things com- 
mon, : 

33 And with great power gave the apos- 
tles witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon 
them all. 

34 Neither was there any among them 
that lacked: for as many as were pos- 
sessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were 
sold, 
35 And laid them down at the apostles’ 
feet: and distribution was made unto every 
man according as he had need. 

6:1 And in those days, when the num- 
ber of the disciples was multiplied, there 
arose a murmuring of the Grecians against 
the Hebrews, because their widows were 
neglected in the daily ministration. 

2 Then the twelve called the multitude 
of the disciples unto them, and said, It is 
not reason that we Should leave the word 
of God, and serve tables. 

3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out 
among you seven men of honest report, 
full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom 
we may appoint over this business. 

4 But we will give ourselves continually 
to prayer, and to the ministry of the 
word. ‘ 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and soul: 
and not one of them said that aught of 
the things which he possessed was his 
own; but they had all things common. 33 
And with great power gave the apostles 
their witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus’?: and great grace was upon 
them all. 34 For neither was there 
among them any that lacked: for as many 
as were possessors of lands or houses sold 
them, and brought the prices of the things 
that were sold, 35 and laid them at the 
apostles’ feet: and distribution was made 
unto each, according as any one had need. 


6:1 Now in these days, when the num- 
ber of the disciples was multiplying ; there 
arose a murmuring of the * Grecian Jews 
against the Hebrews, because their widows 
were neglected in the daily ministration. 
2 And the twelve called the multitude of 
the disciples unto them, and said, It is not 
*fit that we should forsake the word of 
God, and ‘serve tables. 3 *Look ye out 
therefore, brethren, from among you seven 
men of good report, full of the Spirit and 
of wisdom, whom we may appoint over 
this business. 4 But we will continue 
stedfastly in prayer, and in the ministry 
of the word. 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
2 Cor. 9:1 For as touching the min- 
istering to the saints, it is superfluous for 
me to write to you: 


2 For I know the forwardness of your 
mind, for which I boast of you to them 
of. Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a 
year ago; and your zeal hath provoked 
very many. 


3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest 
our boasting of you should be in vain in 
this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be 
ready: 


4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come 
with me, and find you unprepared, we 
(that we say not, ye) should be ashamed 
in this same confident boasting. 


5 Therefore I thought it necessary to 
exhort the brethren, t they would go 
before unto you, and make up beforehand 
your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, 
that the same might be ready, as a matter 
of bounty, and not as of covetousness. 


_ 6 But this J say, He which soweth spar- 
ingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully. 


ae Every man. according as he purposeth 
in his heart, so let him give; not grudg- 
ingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver. 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


2 Cor. 9:1 For as touching the minis- * 


tering to the Saints, it is superfluous for 
me to write t0 you: 2 for I know your 
readiness, of which I glory on your behalf 
to them of Macedonia, that Achaia hath 
been prepared for a year past; and ° your 
zeal hath stirred up ‘ very many of them. 
3 But I have sent the brethren, that our 
glorying on your behalf may not be made 
void in this respect; that, even as I said, 
ye may be prepared: 4 lest by any means, 
if there come with me any of Macedonia 
and find you unprepared, we (that we say 
not, ye) should be put to shame in this 
confidence. 5 I thought it necessary there- 
fore to entreat the brethren; that they 
would go before unto you, and make up 
beforehand your aforepromised ® bounty, 
that the same might be ready as a matter 
of bounty, and not of ° extortion. : 
6 But this J say, He that soweth spar- 
ingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 
that soweth * bountifully shall reap also 
1° bountifully. 7 Let each man de accord- 
ing as he hath purposed in his heart;. not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
loveth a cheerful giver. 
2Some ancient authorities add 
Christ. * Gr., Hellenists. * Gr., pleas- 
ing. *Or, minister to tables. * Some 
ancient authorities read But, breth- 
ren, look ye out from among you. 
°Or, emulation of you. ‘'Gr., the 
more part. ® Gr., blessing. ° Or, covet- 
ousness. ? Gr., with blessings. Comp. 
ver. 5. ™Gr., of sorrow. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practica] Aim 


O TEACH young apd old alike the duty of un- 
selfishness. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 4:32—Of one heart and of one soul. The 
regular distinction that the Bible makes between these 
two terms is to be observed here. The heart is the 
symbol of thought and intelligence. The soul is the 
symbol of feeling. The expression describes with 
emphatic fullness the complete agreement of thought 
and feeling that reigned in the Christian community. 
This resulted naturally and not as.a result of enforc- 
ing a rule that they must consider believers as brothers 
whe could have no separate interests in Heaven or 
on ‘earth. 

The things which he posséssed. The word implies 


’ things which naturally and properly belonged to him. 


Versé 33—With great power. A special gift of 

Holy Spirit to enforce and illustrate, to persuade 

2 reason upon those facts of which their own ex- 
perience had informed them. 

Gave the apostles witness. The word translated 
“gave” is a peculiar one. It is used for paying a debt 
(Matt. 18:25), for duly rendering an account (Matt. 
12:36). Compare also the idea in Luke 12:48. To 
these apostles much had been committed: the greatest 
thing in the world, indeed, in the knowledge of the 
resurrection. In giving their witness they were dis- 
charging their duty.. Similarly Paul speaks of him- 
self as being put in trust with the Gospel (1 Tim. 
1:11). The same obligation lies upon every Chris- 
tian. 

Great grace. In 2:47 the same Greek word is used 
to describe the Christian as having favor with the 
~— Here, however, it clearly refers to the grace 
) 


Verse 34.—Neither was there. This should be pre- 
ceded by the conjunction “for.” . This verse gives the 
proof of the great grace being upon them all, for 
nobody among them was in want (cf, 2 Cor. 8:7). 

Chap. 6: 1.—And in those days; more literally, “but 
in those days.” The present’ narrative goes on to re- 
count incidents in contrast to the former unity of the 
Church. In this chapter begins the history of Juda- 
izing divisions that from this time onward trouble 
the Church. 

Grecians. The Greek word is “Hellenists.” These 
Hellenists were not Gréeks but Grecian or Greek 
speaking Jews. The term comprised both Gentile 
proselytes and their descendants and also those Jews 
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who settled abroad and more or less adopted many 
foreign customs. 

Hebrews. These were those Jews who had always 
continued to reside-in Paléstine. They spoke Aramaic 
and were more strict in their observances of the law. 
Sometimes, however, the term was applied to those 
of pure Jewish descent even though they lived outside 
of Palestine. Compare Paul’s description of himself 
in Philippians 3: 5. 

Neglected; literally “overlooked.” Those poor who 
could attend personally and represent their case were 
served, but the widows who required more searching 
out at their own houses were overlooked. In the be- 
ginning the apostles themselves had charge of the 
duty of distribution, but necessarily in course of 
time they had to delegate the ministry to others. The 
persons whom they knew best would naturally be 
Hebrews, and Hebraic Jews traditionally rather de- 
spised Hellenists. These Christians had not wholly 
shed their prejudices. 

Verse 2—The multitude of the disciples. A general 
Church meeting was summoned. Nothing is said 
as to how many there were. There were certainly 
some thousands of professed believers by that time 
(cf. 2:41; 4:4). It is not implied that every single 
individual obeyed the summons to the meeting. 

It is not reason, literally, “It is not our pleasure.” 





“All Things Common” 
By Amos R. Wells 


LE things in common, these Christians of old, 

fruits of the garden and sheep of the fold, gar- 
ments and money, the great and the small, all was 
for each since the Lord was for all: No one should 
suffer while any fared well, homes were wide open 
for homeless to dwell, anyone’s need was a brother- 
hood call, all was for each since the Lord was for 
all. Who would be great while another was least ? 
Who, while another was hungry, could feast ? 
Who, from on high, see another man fall?. All 
was for each since the Lord was for all. All things in 
common, no envy, no greed; no one a glutton and 
no one in need; brothers in hovel and brothers in 
hall, — all was for each since the Lord was for all. 
Christ on the cross made his people all one, all of 
them brothers of. God’s only Son, joint heirs of 
God with no sundering wall, all was for each since 
the Lord was for all. Ali things in common: so, 
justly, today. Nothing is lost of the brotherly way. 
All men in Jesus are lordly and tall. All is for 
each since the Lord is for all. 











This is a somewhat authoritative phrase. Compare 
verse 5 where the same word is used of the adoption 
of the proposition by the assembly. 

Serve tables. The phrase, may be used of distribut- 
ing money. <A banker was called a man. who sat at 
a table (Luke 19:23). The phrase may also be used 
of distributing food. It may be used im either sense 
here. It. means the giving of relief whether in money 
or in kind. 

Verse 3.—Seven men. There is nothing to show 
why this was the number suggested. The meeting 
was to recommend names to the apostles. The final 
appointment was to be made by the apostles them- 
selves. 

2 Cor. 9:1.—“For” connects this verse with 8:24. 
“I beseech you to receive courteously the brethren 
whom I sent, for concerning the duty of ministration 
to the saints it is surely superfluous for me to write 
to you who are so prompt already. It is not neces- 
sary for me to seek to unloose your purse strings. 
But it was necessary to take precautions that you 
should not miss the mail.” 

Verse 2.—Macedonia. A region in the center of the 
Balkan Peninsula. Through its two famous kings, 
Philip and Alexander the Great, in the fourth cen- 
tury B. C., Macedonia for a little while attained to 
world dominion. After the death of Alexander, the 
Empire was divided. The Greek portion of that Em- 
pire including Macedonia itself gradually passed under 
the sway of Rome. After the Roman victory at 
Pydna, 168 B. C., the unity of Macedonia’ was broken 
up and it was divided into four districts all subject 
to Rome. In 146 B. C. further developments took 
place. The new Province of Macedonia was formed 
including portions of Hlyria and Thessaly.- Théssa- 
lonica became the headquarters of the Roman Gov- 
ernment. It was administered by a propretor with 
the title of proconsul,.usually in association with the 
neighboring Province of Achaia or Greece. 

Achaia, The Romans applied the name to the whole 
country of Greece, Achaia in this verse means Corinth, 

Verse 5.—As a matter of bounty. Ready with the 
readiness of those who have-no thought but to confer 
a benefit upon others, rather than with the hesitation 
of those who are calculating the prospects of a return 
on their outlay, 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The spirit of love. 
2. The spirit of discontent. 
3. The spirit of a sound mind. 


Golden Topics 


1. Business instincts and Christian liberality. Corinth 
was the commercial capital of the Levant, and when 


oa 


aA Ae 


a a ae ee a er ee ae ee ee ee ee) 


Sak el eee” hed) te ee ee eo: eee ie ee ea ee ee eee eel ee i 


¥., 


RD egret! Ferrer rye RF Re ep reee cee Pe a ee 


PYNG!s 
14 , 







in the case of this fund for the OL the PaNeri¥e: 
stricken Hebrew Christians. abandon of ‘Coni- 
passion was likely to be checked by the caution of 
the investor. There is a certain type of church mem- 
ber far more keenly interested in the; material inci- 
dentals of religion than in its spiritual essentials. Such 
a man often makes a quite efficient deacon or church 
warden. He urges you to be. jtist before you are 
generous, to provide for home needs before thinking 
of the needs of the mission field. Paul does not con- 
demn such an attitude, but he wants to direct it and 
to concede to it all the assurances to which it is en- 
titled. Paul says in effect: “Yes, I promise you re- 
sults, a return for outlay, but beware lest in an ex- 


- Cessive regard for results your faculty of compassion 


é 


be withered or tainted. 


2. Christian communal life and communism. These 
two are really the opposites of one another. Com- 
munism begins by taking what belongs to others. 
Christian love begins by giving. Communism de- 
clares that private ownership is wrong. Christianity 
recognizes it as right (cf. 5:4). 

3.. The communal life of the Jerusalem Church and 
subsequent developments. It is noteworthy that after 
the early chapters of Acts nothing more is said about 
this mode of living. Already (chap. 6) it had pro- 
voked jealousy and complaints. The subsequent pov- 
erty. of the Jerusalem Church may have been con- 
nected with this mode of life. Such communal living 
could only be successful among a company of truly 
Spirit-filled people. It was natural enough in-the days 
immediately following Pentecost, for one thing be- 
cause it was no doubt just that to which the disciples 
had been accustomed as they lived during those three 
and a half years with the Lord, but plainly from 
the narrative not all who joined the church were so 
filled with the Holy Ghost. Ananias and Sapphira 
were cases in point. It is not to be supposed that 


. they were very exceptional save in the judgment that 


fell upon them. And there would be many who would 
be inclined to join the church with the prospect of 
being maintained in, idleness. Just as many would 
have followed the rd Jesus urged by the same 
motive (John 6: 26). 

No man can partake of the Spirit of the Lord 
Jesus without becoming unselfish, and though this par- 
ticular manifestation of the spirit of unselfishness 
broke down in the working because it was ultimately 
thwarted by human sin and guilt yet- the same spirit 
must ever abide in the church. In the second part of 
our lesson this week we see the spirit of love in its 
later and more usual mode of self-expression, carin 
for the needs of others without the surrender o 
capital. Further it is to be noticed how God over- 
ruled for good even the failure of the Jerusalem ex- 
pression of the spirit of love, for in the issue it led 
the Jewish Christians at Jerusalem to become par- 
takers of the bounty of Gentile Christians in distant 
parts of the empire. And that task that absorbed a 
great part of Paul’s thought and effort helped to train 
and guide and develop the spirit of love and there- 
fore of unity through the whole Church of the apos- 
tolic days. As we read the Acts and Epistles we can 
discern how busily the Devil was trying to break up 
the unity of the Church, and but for the opportunities 
presented by the poverty of the Church in Jerusalem 
and so rightly seized upon by Paul he might well have 
succeeded. : 

4. Note carefully that nothing less than the infilling 
of the Holy Spirit was required as the qualification 
for the seven who were to serve tables. The same 
gift is needed for the least as well as for the great- 
est task in the Church of God or in the life of the 
individual Christian. Let us urge our scholars to seek 
the fullness of the Holy Ghost for themselves, for 
their own ordinary daily work and duties just as much 
as for any specifically Christian work. The same 
thing is true of each one of us as teachers. We need 
the Holy Spirit through the busy week just as much 
as on Sunday. Just as much in the office or the shop 
or the ‘home as in the Sunday-school. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have yow tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT most impressive effect of the Gospel upon 
the social order was shown in the earliest days of 
the Church? 


2. What, in its highest sense, is the source of the 
Christian social order ? 


3. When, and in what connection, is this. “common” 


rn tv) + 
- Lesson for July 19 if \3! 1 SE THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
a: business. man became a raceme 4 did not ee Lesson Calendar 
sarily shed his business instincts. enever a finan- . ae tines seaies 
cial question arose they were likely to assert them-.... The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
selves, and Paul assumed Wie $ re doings «ah Ie hank Thiswunth Gerect, Pulladelphia. at 10 cents 


a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
waend Acts 1 : 6-14; 2: 1-47 
2. July 12.—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
Acts 3:1 to 4:31; 1 Cor. 1: 21-25 
3. July 19—Social Service in the Early Church. 
Acts 4: 32-35; 6:1-7; 9: 36-38; 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 
4. July 2%.—Chriftianity Spread by Persecution. 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 26: 9-11; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19 
gs. August 2—Philip’s Missionary Labors...... Acts 8: 5-40 
6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 
Acts g : 1-31; 22: 3-21; Gal. 1 : 11-17; 1 Tim, 1 : 12-17 
7. August 16. Sowing and Reaping. 
(Temperance Lesson.).........csesceees Galatians 6: 1-10 
8 August 23.—A Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; 1 Cor. 1 : 23-25 
9. August 30.—The Mission to Cyprus. Acts 12:25 to 13 : 12 
10, September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13 : 13-52; Rom. 1 : 14-16; 11 : 1-24 
11. September 13.—Some Missionary Experiences. 
Acts 14; Ephes, 6 : 10-20 
12, September 20.—The Council in Jerusalem. 
Acts 1§ : 1-35; Gal. 2 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Asia. 





— 





sharing of all their possessions by the first Christians 


first. mentioned ? 


4. What other practices of those first believers are 
recorded in this same connection? 

5. What change had evidently taken place in the Jew- 
ish Sanhedrin since the crucifixion of our Lord? 

6. Why should this change make it peculiarly difficult 
for the apostles to preach with any boldness at that time? 

7. What one figure alone, of all the members of the 
Sanhedrin during the New Testament days, shows any 
of the spiritual breadth of the great “elders of the law” 
of Old Testament times? 

8. How did the disciples of Christ “turn the world 
upside down,” as they were charged to have done? 

9. Quote from Proverbs an apt illustration of the truth 
expressed in the two closing verses of this lesson. 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Mistakes.—TJhey had all things common (Acts 
4:32). “The expulsive power of a new affection” has 
a different application here. Enthusiasm (inspiration) 
is something great. It is a fine driving force, but all 
driving forces need a governor or fly wheel. You 
can handle some powers with neither governor nor 
fly wheel; indeed, some of our great steel mill engines 
have neither governor nor fly wheel, but the engineer 
does not dare take his hand from his throttle. The 
rotor of the dynamo and the discs of the turbines 
are their fly wheels. Communism has been tried all 
down the centuries. In no instance has it been a last- 
ing success. In America it has been tried times and 
times. Brook Farm in New England was a non- 
Christian failure among the intellectuals. Ephrata, 
Economy. Shaker and many more were Christian 
failures among the plain people. Even the money, the 
enthusiasm, the high reputation of such a man as the 
great John Ruskin could not make a go of his attempt 
with communism at his settlement of Ruskin. As I 
write, Russia is making an atheistic attempt, “Things 
are not looking so good over there.” The slogan of 
that communism is “Religion is the opiate of the peo- 
ple.” Heaven calls them “fools” and events are prov- 
ing Heaven is right (Psa. 14:1). Social Service, a 
sort of first cousin to Communism is being given the 
emphasis nowadays. Wonder if it is not a mistake, 
too. You don’t hear as much about “settlement work” 
as you did, and the “institutional church” seems to 
have slowed down. The results over a term of years 
—well, as one fellow put it, “Parties and entertain- 
ments don’t get you anywhere religiously.” 


Doing Things.—There arose a murmuring of the 
Grecians . . . because their widows were neglected 
(6:1). So the “kicker” is not a modern product. 
Only a new name. In-the feminine gender we might 
call him “Miss Murmurer” — which name, like lots 
of talk, runs trippingly on the tongue. Old Mrs. 
Jones may have been accidentally overlooked by the 
ice cream and Miss Smith did not get a “croquet” 
with the salad. Anyway the disciples were wisely 
guided as to how to “keep peace in the family.” For 
the early church was a sure enough big family with 
all things in common. You may remember that when 
Athens was one big family and all fed at a common 
table there was. trouble. Probably what was needed 
in the early church was the same as often is needed 
in the modern church for handling delicate personal 
matters, namely, tact. Don’t you know that most 
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human actions depend upon how the thing is done? (1 
Cor. 14:40.) When I was made superintendent of 
the big church school I cut out the box-of-candy-and- 
an-orange Christmas and _ substituted the “giving 
Christmas.” Was there opposition? I should say; 
but not from the boys and girls, oh, my no, they were 
high in for it. But I had to make it a jolly affair. 
The various classes“brought various things. A special 
way of handling the gifts was suggested. One class, 
for example, of twelve boys brought flour. ._Each boy 
balanced a twelve-pound bag on his shoulder and the 
teacher had them hitched in a twelve-boy team with 
bells and driven with white ribbons for lines. You 
should have seen them come prancing up the aisle, 
Talk about fun, oh, boy! A class of young ladies 
had a complete outfit for a young girl all put up 
piece by piece in beautiful parcels. They came up 
like a bridal party. The orchestra brought shoes. 
They had’ made a pole about eight feet long with 
hooks up and down to carry a dozen or more pairs 
of shoes—a Christmas tree without any limbs! The 
show swamped all.opposition and the “Grecians” were 
silenced forever. We have been having the “giving 
Christmas” ever since, and our only problem is one 
of finding places for our stuff in times when the “mills 
run full’ and prosperity smiles over the Valleys. One 
year we sent it to the Salvation Army in the great 
city. 


Giving.—God loveth a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:7). 
During the World War loud-voiced aggressive men 
and good-looking persuasive women were sent up and 
down the land urging people to put their money into 
four and one-quarter percent bonds “until it hurts.” 
There were also wonderful posters. We bought under 
bally-hoo and community pressure. “Propaganda” we 
learned later to call the thing. Now I have an idea 
that the investing of the. monéy in the Lord’s work 
when it is gotten out of folks by special pressure and 
oratorical fireworks can hardly be classed. under 
“cheerful” giving. Often it is competition giving. 
Many of us have been through it in all sorts of shapes. 
Blackboard with squares. “Who'll buy the next brick 
and match the Squire?” We have a contest on for 
the best looking girl, Mary Smith versus Sallie Jones, 
how many votes will you take for Mary, ’steen cents 
a vote? There have even been raffles—oh, well, it 


-amounts to about the same thing. Now there is just 


one way to give with the cheer that brings God’s 
love. Sit down and figure out just what you can 
afford to lay aside for Him, and when the time comes 
give it with that feeling of joy which makes you say, 
“I wish it were more.” That is the way it is done 
nowadays in the best religious circles. The old “who'll 
give the next hundred” is no longer good form. The 
Trustee and Deacon wait upon the Colonel and the 
Squire, explain things, and the Colonel and the Squire 
go down for what they “think is right.” Sometime 
ago I saw such a man go down for $20,0e0 for a new 
Y. M. C. A., and he was the most hilarious man during 
the campaign. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Martertats: Two baskets alike. In one have 
a very small cake and-a pint of fruit. In the 
other a large cake, a large jar of fruit, a loaf 
of bread, and other food to heap up the basket. 








HERE were several families in a certain town 
i who had been in hard circumstances all winter, 
and so at Easter time the ladies of the church in that 
town thought it would be nice to send them each a 
cake and a jar of fruit as a iittle gift of cheer. 

Here are two of the baskets. This one contains 
the tiniest cake one could buy, and a pint jar of fruit. 
And this one, you can see how full it is. 

You say I ought not to judge; that maybe the 
woman who sent the little cake is poor. Poor? Yes, 
she surely is, though she has more of this world’s 


goods than any other woman in the church. She is - 


a stingy giver. She always gives just as little as 
possible, and grumbles about that. 

And the woman who filled the other basket is a 
poor widow. But every call of need brings that sort 
of response from her. She starts out by baking a big 
luscious cake, and putting in her largest jar of fruit. 
Then she puts in the bread and other things, dividing 
her own scanty supply, because the love and sympathy 
in her heart has to bubble out somewhere. She loves 
to give. 

ot all rich people are stingy, nor are all poor 
people generous, but everybody is either generous or 
stingy. ; 

Our lesson text says that “God loveth a cheerful 
giver.” In which class are you? The poor rich, or 
the rich poor? Or you might belong to the impover- 
ished poor or the beloved rich. 

Monpesto, CAL. 
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like a rat terrier lying by an elephant.— 
From Sam P, Jones. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Should the ‘Poor Give?—They of Ma- 
cedonia (2 Cor. 9:4). Should the poor 
give? Macedonia gave out “of deep pov- 
erty.” A group of churches was raising 
a fund of $30,000 to finance missionary 
projects in Africa and South America. 
A little church whose members lost 
nearly all their property in a terr’ble dam 
disaster’ sent a check for $209. The sec- 
retary of the missionary society sponsor- 
ing the work was reproached for accept- 
ing the gift: “Doesn’t it hurt your 
conscience to take money from people 


Hilarious Giving.—For God loveth a 
cheerful giver (v. 7). The other Sun- 
day a-pastor instructed the ushers, on 
passing the plates, to emit a good-sized 
whistle when a dollar bill or any larger 
amount was placed théreon. Soon the 
church resounded with shrill sounds of 
rejoicing and laughter. The ushers. found 
it difficult to pucker up their lips and 
grin at the same time, but the collection 
was about three times as large as- usual. 
I do not suppose the pastor ever tried 
that plan again. Probably he merely 
used it as a sample of the “hilarious giv- 
ing” (for that is the literal rendering 
of “cheerful giving”) enjoined by Paul. 


After the Lesson.—How hard and cold 
we get if our thinking, and our working 
are chiefly concerned. with ourselves! It 
might startle some of us if we were to 
sit down quietly for a few moments, and 
ask just what we have been planning 
and doing for other folks during the 
last twenty-four hours. It is so easy 
to become so occupied with what affects 
ourselves that we do not even see the need 
of others around us. How much better 
it would be if we did not count what we 
have for the time being as our own, but 
counted our possessions as belonging to 
him who has allowed us to use them for 
a little while. Selfishness and the self- 














however “good” it may seem to be. 

Perhaps the story of Stanley’s three- 
months’ constant and close contact with 
David Livingstone illustrates this tfuth 
of the Christian who may be a “carrier” 
of his faith into another’s life. Tell your 
girls briefly of that testimony of Stanley’s 
— that one could not so live with Living- 
stone and not believe in his Saviour, as 
Stanley himself came to do. 

Now those first followers of. Jesus 
Christ were just such “carriers,” or 
bearers, of their faith to all with whom 
they came in touch, and this week’s study 
reveals one of the powerful ways in 
= they communicated their faith to 
others. 
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Small Son’s Awkward Question.— 
He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly (v. 6). When the family 
returned from Sunday morning service, 
father criticized the sermon, daughter 
thought the choir’s singing atrocious, and 
mother found fault with the organist’s 
playing. But the subject had to be drop- 
ped when the small boy of the family 
piped up: “But it was a good show for 
,a nickel, don’t you think, Dad?”—From 
The Illinois Farmer. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


A Good Harvest.—He which soweth 


> 1 eels shall reap also bountifully (v. 


Many years ago a young man, trav- 





Newark, Ohio. 


Is Philippians 4 : 19 True?—Being en- 
riched in every thing to all bountifulness, 
which causeth through us thanksgiving 
to God (v. 11). During one trying period 
when the financial condition of the Deri- 
ver Bible Institute grew unusually tight, 
Dean Fowler was at the same time laid 
low with sickness. One morning, wak- 
ing early, while all was still about the 
hospital, and before the nurse came to his 
bedside, he was specially burdened to 
-pray for the school. That morning, as 
Mrs. Fowler was balancing the books over 
in the office, she placed at the bottom of 
the page the words, “Not one cent in the 
treasury, but Phil. 4:19 is still good.” 
A few minutes later the postman deliv- 
ered an envelope into her hands. When 
she opened it, she found a single sheet of 


haps you will have occasion this very day 
to decide which it shall be in something 
that you are called upon to do. May all 
of us decide at such times in favor of the 
generous way, the way the Lord would 
wish us to follow in following him. Let 
us pray. ; 





SHARING WITH, OTHERS 











Lesson Hymns 


-“The Service of the King.” 

“Work, for the Night is Coming.” 
“We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations.” 
“We'll Work till Jesus Comes.” 

“Joy to Serve Jesus.” 





paper on which was written, “Phil. 4: 79.” 


“Steady and True.” 


A STUDY IN FACIAL EXPRESSION 
Andy Giveless listens to the minister expound ICor. XV and XVI1 





ominent. place. By this they mean shar- . 


ing their Christian experiences with one 
another, especially the experience of con- 
fession and forgiveness. But these first 
Christians “shared” everything -—they 
kept back nothing for their own exclusive 
claim. The records are so explicit that 
we cannot lessen or dodge this plain 
fact. Their “social service” was their 
whole service—life, with all its pos- 
sessions. 

We are given two examples of this 
kind of sharing: a positive one (Barna- 
bas), and a negative one (Ananias and 
his wife), revealing two types of Chris- 
tians even that early. But the power of 
such sharing as those first bearers did 
lay in the other plain fact about them 
— they every one so shared his all: “The 
multitude of them-that believed were of 
one heart and soul: and not one of them 
said that aught of the things which he 
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Lesson for Juty 19 


possessed was his own” —except those 
two who died in their sin. 


(2) The power of such sharing in the 
lives of every believer is revealed in the 
results that are recorded in immediate 
connection with the statements of their 
sharing: First, that such lives behind 
them produced great power in the actual 
preaching. of the apostles concerning the 
resurrection-proof of the Messiah-Re- 
deemer, the hitherto, despised and rejected 
Jesus of Nazareth (Acts 4: 33). Second, 
God accepted such witnessing lives and 
“added to the church daily” (Acts 2: 44- 
47) until the multitude of believers in- 
creased “in Jerusalem exceedingly,” in- 
cluding “a great company of the priests” 
who had been among the loudest critics 
of ag: very Jesus of Nazareth! (Acts 
6: I-7. 

How large is your class of girls? How 
many would they win for their Saviour 
if-they too shared their whole liyes for 
his sake? (See Acts 1:15 with 4: 4.) 


Home Study 


Key verses for chapters 5 and 6 (of | 


Acts) are to be chosen and added to your 
slowly-growing chart of that “Book of 
the Acts of the Holy Spirit,’ this week. 
(See next page for copy of chart as 
it will. appear when finished. Do you 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Socsat SERVICE IN THE 
EARL CHURCH 
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not see that this is the unifying sub- 
ject underneath and through all the 
vivid incidents of this story? Choose 
your texts, then, to this point. What do 
you think of 5:32 as the key thought 
for both these chapters, beginning with 
4: 32, concluding with 6:7? Think back 
through these first six chapters and write 
a key name or title phrase over each one, 
on your chart, in addition to the key 
verse reference. 


Decatur, GA. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Upside down..: 

Discussion: Cite instances where life 
programs have appeared to be shrewd 
and successful, but failed. Find the 
process of adjusting social relationships 
by the standards of Jesus Christ. 


Objective: A normal Christian social 
program. 





“sometimes called the social order. 








AY, fellows, if upon arising some 

morning you should look out and see 
everything upside down you would be 
startled — perhaps frightened; particu- 
larly if you should see men and cars and 
animals moving about upside down.. You 
would wonder if you had lost your senses 
—-or at least your eye-sense—or if 
the world had gone topsy-turvy. As a 
matter of fact, your eyesight does bring 
to you all objects inverted, but somewhere 
in the sight centers of the brain they 
are reversed to their proper position and 
you are able to view them correctly. If 
such a term could be given to a physical 
faculty, the human eye is a “miracle or- 
gan,” for its delicate* processes are very 
wonderful and its co-ordination with the 
brain has never been fully understood by 
the most advanced scientists, though ex- 
plored and studied since the dawn of his- 
tory. 

Now, fellows, there are two: kinds of 
vision: the one just referred to, the phys- 
ical vision whose upside-down first im- 
pression is corrected in the natural mental 
processes which God has fixed in a fel- 
low’s brain; the other, a moral vision, 
or conception which has to do with direct- 
ing our. relations with one another — 
This 
moral .vision of ours also takes first im- 
pressions upside down and the process by 
whi those wrong -impressions are 
righted is a spiritual process. The Holy 
Spirit is the only true Guide and the 
only adequate power to..adjust. properly 
and make right those false moral con- 
ceptions. 

- That was why the hostile Jews of .Thes- 
salonica said of Pauland Silas: .“These 
that have turned the world upside down 
are come hither also” (Acts 17:6). Those 
two Christians, under the power of the 
Holy. Spirit, were reversing- the -moral 
and spiritual conceptions of multitudes of 
both Jews and Gentiles. The same thing 
happens to a fellow today whenever the 
Spirit. of Christ gets hold: of him... He 
sees ‘things differently.- Before, he had 
dealt with every question and made every 
decision from a standpoint of self first. 


“chiefest, shall be seryant of all” (Mark 
10: 44), and that the~self-program is an 
upside down program. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the great Exemplar of the self- 


of a servant” (Phil, 2:7), who:“though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he be- 
came poor, that ye through his poverty 
might be rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). “He hum- 
bled himself, and- became obedient. unto 
ee even the death of the cross” (Phil. 
2:8). 
steps” we find our conceptions being re- 
versed. We are changed, transformed, 
converted. Taking an opposite yiew and 
an-opposite course from that we took be- 
fore. Instead of living upside down, we 
are now living upside up. : 

The world scoffs and says Christians 
are trying to turn the world upside down; 
the world. is allowing Satan to- deceive 
it and does-not realize that it is already 








upside down and needs to be righted. 


Now he. realizes that he. who would :be- 


immolation program: “made himself of no; 
reputation, and took upon him the form. 


And as we try to “follow in his; 


Many fine men have given themselves 
over to the making of money and the ac- 
cumulation of wealth—and have suc- 
ceeded; then the crash came and fortunes 
that seemed to be secure quickly crumbled. 
During the past few years nearly every 
community has been shocked by suicides. 
A man apparently in his prime, standing 
high in the world, shoots a hole in his 
head. He simply made the mistake of 
living his life upside down. Here is a 
young fellow with many natyral endow- 
ments and personal attractions; he gets 
the false conception that those God-given 
things were for selfish gratification, con- 
quest, fast living — gets involved in social 
scandal, or goes to pieces otherwise, a 
prematurely nervous wreck. His pro- 
gram of life was upside down. He 
thought he was clever, or lucky. He did 
not realize that he was upside down, until 
the crash came and it was too late. 
Now comes the sobering — and righting 
—truth of Jesus Christ — reversing the 
conceptions of the world: “Whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it; but who- 


-| soever shall lose his life for my sake. . 


the same shall save it.” And Paul, tell- 
ing the Corinthians in this great lesson 


‘before us today that the way to reap a 


big harvest of satisfaction and happi- 
ness is to broadcast our good generously 
into the lives of others; to program cur 
lives not from the self-interest standpoint, 
but in the light of service to others. “He 
which soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth bounti- 
fully shall reap also bountifully” (2 Cor. 
6 


9:6). ‘ 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things 


. Shall. be added unto you” (Matt. 6: 33). 


ee this is the upside up. Get 
ges Reve N.C. 
Vd 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 
9: 36-43. Ask the 


aS 4: 32-35; 
class to try to imagine that they 
are a group of the disciples of the early 
Church met together in some one’s upper 
room. If singing will. not disturb an- 
other class, let them sing heartily, 


Blest be the tie that binds © 
Our hearts in Christian love: 
The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is_like to that above. 


Let the children tell you what the Holy 
Spirit put into the hearts of the disciples 
and other believers on the day of Pente- 
cost. Yes, it was love. In- fact they 
loved each other so much that those who 
had- property were willing to sell it so 
that they might all fare alike. They had 
everything together, and nobody - said, 
“This: is mine!’ Peter and John. to- 
gether with the other disciples had left 
their fish nets or other business that they 
might tell others about-the Saviour. Then 
there were poor people among the be- 
lievers, and it was a lovely sight to see 
them all thinking of the others’ need. 
And the apostles were preaching about 
the Lord Jesus and the resurrection, and 
many people were believing and. ‘being 
saved, and they were all- very happy. 

Just here, let one of the pupils (who 
has been selected and coached to play the 
part of Joses) hold up an envelope repre- 
senting his. gift to the church, ‘and as 
the teacher receives the gift, let Joses 
say,'“I. sold my farm on the Island of 
Cyprus, and that is the price of it.” 

“Joses, are you willing to give it all?” 

“Oh, yes, I am happy to give it. L 
want Peter and the other disciples. to 
go on telling people about the Lord. Jesus, 
and I want the needy ones to be helped. 
Besides, I am going out myself to help 
carry the Good News.” ° 

“Well, Joses, you are a real ‘Son -of 
Consolation, so we are going to call 
you Barnabas.” 

Tell the children that we have seen 
how Christians loved each other when 
they were just like a big family living 
in Jerusalem. Now let us go down to 
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All of the disciples and many others feel 
that they have lost a friend. What are 
they going to do about it? Yes, they 
will send for Peter, and when he comes 
we see the people whom Dorcas had 
helped coming and showing him all the 
garments she made for them while she 
was with them. No doubt they expect 
him just to sympathize with them and 
tell them. that they will meet their friend 
again some day, but Peter believes that 
God is willing to give Dorcas back to 
her friends, so he sends every one out, 
and he kneels down and prays, and then 
gives Dorcas his hand and she comes to 
life again. Then he calls all of the sor- 
rowing friends and gives their loving 
helper back to them. This is surely a 
wonderful time to be in Joppa. All of 
the believers are happy to see Dorcas 
among them again, taking up her helpful 
service as before. They are full of joy, 
too, over the power and love of their 
God. The news soon spreads all over 
the city, and other people come to~ hear 
about the Lord Jesus, and many believe 
on him and are saved. Now, we shall 
leave the people of Joppa rejoicing. We 
have learned that love in the early Church 
showed itself by helping others just as 
it does today. 

Ask the children what kind of life 
they are planning to live? Do they just 
want to have a good time, and please 
themselves, or do they want to live to 
help others as Dorcas did? Let us ask 
the Lord Jesus to live his own life of 
love in our hearts, so that we may learn 
from him that “it is more blessed to give 
than to receive” (Acts 20: 35b, Memory 
Verse). 

Sing, “Help Somebody Today.” 

Curnton, S. C. 

ug 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in thé issue of 
CuristIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded ‘in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy. of 
CurisTiAn YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpDAyY 
Scuoo, Tres. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper;.you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents .a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What one thing (or person) had 
in common.by the early Christians made 
it possible for them to have “all things 
common” ? 


2. According to what principle was the 
distribution of goods made? 

3. Who was neglected’ in: the distribu- 
tion of daily food? 

4. How many men were chosen to leok 
after this business’ of the .Church? 

5. What were the qualifications ‘re- 
quired of these Christian business’ men? 


6. What principle of giving does Paul 
give us? we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Jesson of July 12) 


1, There are ‘certainly ten such: times 
from Acts 1:1 to Acts 4: 32. 

2. Seven of -the ten times, “where the 
work of the Holy Spirit is mentioned in 
these chapters, reference is. to » speaking 
with power the Gospel message. 

3. “They took knowledge” of those who 
so spoke through the Spirit “that they had 
been with Jesus’’—not knowing anything 





Joppa a city by the sea. Here we shall 
see Dorcas, who showed her love by 
kind deeds to the poor.. What sad news 





do we hear as we near Dorcas’ home? 


about nor recognizing the indwelling Spirit 
(Acts 4: 13). ‘ 

4. Our Lord so taught his disciples before 
his own crucifixion that the Spirit of truth, 
when he should come in full power, would 
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not testify of himself but of Jesus the Christ. 
Read again John 15: 26, 27 and 16: 13, 14. 

5. The power of the Holy Spirit exer- 
cised in and through his disciples. 

6. The power of the Holy Spirit, exer- 
cised in and through his disciples. 

7. The boldness of Peter and John in the 
face of danger, and the fruit of their faith 
in.a completely restored man who had been 
hopelessly lame. 

8. “The boldness of Peter and John” 
(Acts 4:13), compared with their former 
cowardice, and as testified to by their very 
oppressors, was a oo miracle, — greater 
than any healing of the body could be, — 
because here was the ing a whole new 
man in Christ Jesus! 

9. Personal. 

10. He declared that he would be con- 
fessing their names in his Father's presence, 
While they acknowledged Christ on earth 
he would be acknowledging them in Heaven 
(Matt. 10: 32). 





With the New Books| 





India’s Unique Shame 


“Volume Two.” By Katherine Mayo. 
(Harcourt, Brace and Co., New 
York, $2.) 


4 7JOLUME TWO” is drum-fire of 
merciless accuracy. It was a danger- 
ous thing for pro-Hindu sentimentalists 
and Gandhi journalists to draw Miss 
Mayo’s fire. “Mother India” should have 
taught them that she is not a person to be 
deprecated and patronized. The second 
work is, as the first, a model of research; 
also of incisive and powerful statement. 
All qualification and half-light and excuse 
fall away before this documentary ex- 
sure and the unrelieved wickedness of 
indu heathenism stands out as a warn- 
ing and a horror. 

Young missionaries who go out to 
India “to learn as well as to teach,” as 
current liberal slang has it, should be- 
gin their ing here. American the- 
ological Modernism is committed to an 
appreciative and friendly attitude toward 
Brahmanism. This fact ought, in the 
light of these es, to alienate American 
women from American Modernism. .The 
voiceless millions of: Hindu women have 
at last a competent spokesman to make 


» known their sufferings.. Womanhood the 


world: over. should rally behind Katherine 


ee 
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Mayo. This vox clamantis is sent of 
God as truly as Mrs. Stowe and Josephine 
Butler in their day. 

it is the mode to speak of “non-Chris- 
tians” and “non-Christian faiths.” We 
now know the bottomless chasm between 
Christian and non-Christian and should 
redouble our efforts to make Christians 
of non-Christians, “Volume Two” should 
also have important political effects. To 
entrust rule to such caricatures of man- 
kind as_are here revealed is to invite 
disaster endless in its outworkings. 

Certainly there will never be need of 
a Volume- Three. The dullest of our lib- 
erals, the most extravagant of ou: 
Gandhi-ites, on reading this would have 
to confess that the case is henceforth 
closed for good. 

The two main contentions of those who 
criticized “Mother India” were, first, that 
other and Christian lands had their own 
dark social shadows and that if these 
unfavorable aspects were assembled in 
book form they would make as painful 
a picture as Miss Mayo had drawn of 
Hindu life; second, that the whole 
charge of marrying little girls before 
puberty to even elderly men was out of 
perspective, resting as it did on a mis- 
understanding. These early marriages 
were but betrothals, not actual marriages. 
Consummation came later and at a rea- 
sonable time. 

That India should offer this .explana- 
tion is but another and self-drawn indict- 
ment of India, this time on the score of 
common honesty. India must have known 
it was a lie, and Miss Mayo has proved 
it so to be. The facts were all at hand 
in the evidence of a Government Com- 
mission on Age of Consent. _ This 
evidence, 4,500 pages of small type, is 
from the mouths of Hindus themselves, 
confessing to and often excusing and de- 
fending actual child marriage. The Sec- 
retary of an important Calcutta Brahman 
Association officially testified that during 
the years 1927 and 1928 he knew of but 
two Brahmans who married a girl after 
puberty, and that these-two men lost 
standing by the act! — 

“If I. marry: my.daughter after she at- 
tains puberty, society will look down upon 
me. I have to -respect.the feelings of 
the society in which I live because I want 
their -help;” explained a Brahman bar- 
rister. 





That this means -not--merely -betrothal: 


-but actual: unioncomes-out-on page -after 





page. Thus on page 90: “Two high 
officials of the Bengal Social Reform 
League testify that during the last forty 
years pre-puberty consummation has 
known no check in Bengal.” The Hindu 
President of a Bar Association insists 
that any attempt to fix by law a minimum 
marriage for girls “will be opposed by all 
communities, castes, and classes” . and, 
adds “that after marriage husband and 
wife as of necessity must live together. 

Can any other land than India~ show 
such a massive evil? Would any other 
justify and approve and promote it with 
the sanction of its religion as Brahman 
Hindustan does? Certainly not. The 
tu quoque of India to Europe and Amer- 
ica is shown to be without a shadow of 
justification. ’ 

John Haynes Holmes called “Mother 
India” a curious and wicked book, and 
charged Miss Mayo with being in con- 
tact with the British government: Dr. 
Holmes should make the amende honor- 
able and tell his public just what a sewer 
India is; also what a danger to India’s 
helpless the nationalist movement he en- 
courages threatens to be.. He should 
shitt front. He should line up with those 
“people in England and America” of 
whom Mr. Sarda spoke (p. 222), as de- 
claring “that India cannot be granted 
self-government as long as she tolerates 
and commits acts of oppression against 
girls of tender age.” 


Gospel Literature in 
Latin America 
By Norman H. Camp 


ILVESTRE FERNANDEZ is a 
mountaineer living in the interior of 
Venezuela. About three years ago he 
came into possession of a book in Spanish 
entitled: “El Camino Hacia Dios,” or 
“The Way to God,” by D. L. Moody. 
Through the reading of it he came to 
a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Before this he had never attended 
a Gospel service, nor heard the way of 
salvation explained. There was no Philip 
in those mountain districts to open the 
Scriptures to his darkened mind. The 
light of the Gospel reached his soul 
through the reading ofthat book alone. 
When he had been saved a few months; 


‘he heard that there were a few “evan-’ 
“gelicals” living at -Altagracia, a town 
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about twenty-one miles distant. From 


steep mountain roads to attend the serv- 
ices held in the town and have fellow- 
ship with Christian people. For a long 
while he ‘stood alone in his community, 
but later, at his solicitation, a few be- 
lievers held several meetings for his neigh- 
bors, and the Gospel was preached ‘unto 
them. He remained faithful in testifying 
to the power and joy of salvation, so that 
today there is a group of twenty believers 
in that community who are telling of the 
wonder-working power of the crucified 
and risen Christ to save, keep, and satisfy. 
The work is going on and members are 
being added to the body of Christ...» 
How eficouragingly this illustrates: the 
fact that ‘God has chosen the weak things 
of earth to confound the things that are 
mighty in the eyes of man. His Word will 
not return to him void, but shall accom- 
plish that which he pleases, in order that 
no flesh shall glory in his presence. No 
doubt there are many such cases in Vene- 
zuela and other countries where | 


Christian literature has been distributed, 


Perhaps we shall not know oi thein until 
we stand at the judgment seat of Christ. 
The humble colporteur who gave that 
native in South America the Moody book 
may not yet know the result of his act. 
But surely he will rejoice in that day 
when his Lord rewards him for his faith- 
ful, yet hidden ministry. 

The Bible Institute Colportage Asso- 
ciation (843-845 N. Wells Street, Chi- 
saat, f 
has sent nearly 200,000 copies of 
Way to God” and “God is Love,” by 
Moody, arid “All of Grace,” by Spurgeon, 
to all Spanish-speaking countries, besides 
thousands of Gospel tracts, such as “The 
Way of Life Made Plain’ and “The 


ish. This large distribution of _evangel- 
ical. literature is made possible through 
the contributions of Christians to the 
Latin America Book Fund. At present 
there are many opportunities to distribute 
widely such soul-saving literature. 
Christians are urged to pray that God 
will make it possible for the Association 
to send out larger and larger quantities 
of these Gospel messages to Spanish- 
speaking people who today live in dark- 
ness, superstition, and fear. 
CHICAGO, 









The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





| Juty 96. -Overvusting the Obstactes to Cheis- 


tianity. Matt. 5: 13-16: 

‘Aug. 2. What Jesus Teaches About Happi- 
ness... ~ §: 1-12, (Consecration méeting.) 

Aug. 9. Good- and Bad Features in Amuse- 
ments. Rom. 14: 13-23. 

Aug. 16. What Nature Teaches about God. 
Psa. 147: 2-20. 


Sunday, July 19 
What Are Some Great Doctrines: of 
Christianity? 
(1 John 1 : 8-10;-4:15, 16) 





Mon.—Doctrine of God (John 4 : 24). 
Tues.—Doctrine of Christ (John 1 : 1-18). 
Wed.—Doctrine of sin (Rom. 3 : 16-18; 6: 


23). 
Thurs.—Doctrine of salvation (Acts ¢: 


as 

Fri.—Reward and punishment (2 Cor..5: - 
to; Rev. 20: 1r-I5). Sa een we 

Sat—Doctrine of immortality (John 8+ 
st; 2 Tim. 1 : 10). “3s 











‘What help do we get from Christian doc- 
trine? 


What Christian doctrine have you studied? 
What have you learned about faith? 


6 Te popular adage is: ‘Oh; it makes 
no difference what a man believes, 

if he is sincere.’ ae 
“Let us.see. A family was poisoned 
in “Montgomery County: récently by eat- 
ing toadstools which they sincerely be- 


| dieved to be mushrooms. Thrée of them 





died. Did it make no difference? - 





time to time he would walk over the — 


ounded by D. L. Moody in 1894, 


Story of Valentine Burke,” also in Span- - 


“A man indorsed a note for a friend 
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‘religious knowledge, and by studying and 


- believe. 


: other, ) 
‘ them we thus make our mental possession 
. of them more and more sure and clear. 
edge, — that «of, experience. 


. trine fall short, because they fail to make 
‘real, through the experience, those truths 


. ligence. 


_ Clearly from God’s Word why we be- 


‘ and makes doubly sure the assurance wes 


' tion certain outstanding Christian doc- 
! trines. 
‘young people’s society to have a num- 


. Minute comment upon it. 


.and Work of the Holy Spirit,” “The 


* by the Rev. George P. Pardington, D.D., 


Lesson for July 19 


whom he sincerely believed to be an 
honest man. He was a scoundrel, and 
left him to pay the debt. Did it make 
no difference? 

“A traveler takes the wrong train go- 
ing north, sincerely believing. it is the 
southern train. Will it make no differ- 
ence? 

“If a man sincerely believes a certain 
thing, while the truth about it is entirely 
different, will this sincere belief make 
it all right? 

“The truth is, the popular adage is a 
lie, and a very transparent one at that! 
If a man is sinceré, he will take pains 
to know the truth. For where facts are 
concerned, all the thinking in the world 
will not change them. A toadstool re- 
-mdins a toadstool, whatever we may think 
about it.”"—The Covenant. 

oie 

What is Christian doctrine, and how 
dees it help us? In every phase of hu- 
man thought and activity there is a set of 
principles, more or less clearly defined, 
which are generally accepted and used 
as a working basis. Such principles 
make for clearness of thinking, conveni- 
‘ence in teaching and in imparting to 
others an understanding of a subject, and 
they form a concrete sis for one’s 
course of action. For instance, in arith- 
metic we need certain defined principles 
in order to grasp the subject and to work 
in it. This is true of medicine, of busi- 
ness, of art, and the like. To the Chris- 
tian, Christian doctrine becomes the skele- 
ton or framework upon which must be 
hung the flesh of experience and prac- 
tice in order to make a well rounded 
‘Christian. Without the fundamental doc- 
trines of the faith one’s Christian experi- 
énce becomes nothing more than a flabby, 
spineless thing, without form and pur- 
“pose. . 


There are three ways in which we may 
have knowledge of Christian doctrine, — 
through study, reflection, and experience. 
By studying God’s Word, which is the 
one supreme and comprehensive source of 


reading what earnest Christian men and 
women have written about God’s Word 
‘and the principles contained therein, we 
keep adding to what we have already 
learned and we gain strength of convic- 
tion by obtaining more and more evidence 
of the truth of those things which we 


.. By reflection, — turning over and over. 
in our minds the things we have learned, 
—by comparing one doctririe with an- 
verifying and meditating upon 


Then comes a third source of knowl- 
And this is 
where many who study Christian doc- 


that they have learned through the intel- 


There are certain great truths in God’s 
Word that become infinitely more real 
to us through the experience than through 
the mind. We may .be able to argue 


lieve we are saved, but there is an as- 
surance of salvation that God gives us 
through the experience of his Holy Spirit 
in the heart’ and life that complements 


have from his Word. 

* 

In the limited space of. this column it 
is impossible to do more than merely men- 


But it will be helpful in your 


ber of your group take some outstanding 
doctrine and give a brief two or three 
Some of the 
most important are “The Being, Nature, 
and Character of God,” “The Origin, 
Nature, and Sinfulness of Man,” “The 
Unity and Trinity of God,’ “The Per- 
son and Work of Christ,” “The Person 


Future Life,” “The Second Coming of 

Christ,” and the like. Helpful books on 

these doctrines of the faith are: 
“Outline Studies in Christian Doctrine,” 
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Ph.D. (Christian Alliance Publishing 
Co. 260 W. 44th Street, New York, 
$1.75 net); “The Doctrines of Our 
Faith,” by E. C. Dargan (Sunday School 
Board Southern Baptist Convention, 
Nashville, Tenn., 50 cents) ; “Great Doc- 
trines of the Bible,’ by W. Evans (Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 826 N. 
LaSalle St., Chicago, $1.50); “Major 
Bible Themes,” by Lewis Sperry Chafer 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 


$1.25), and “Vital Teachings of God’s’ 


Word,” by J. H. Todd (Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, 25 cents). 


Have I made a reasonable effort to know 
the important doctrines of the Christian 
faith? ; 

How much time do I give to the reading 
or studying of the Christian’s great doctrinal 
source book, — the Bible itself? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
oe 


Mrs. Goforth: Tells How a 
New Book Was Written 


HAVE been asked to tell the story 

of how “Miracle Lives of China” 
(Harper and Brothers, New York, $1.50) 
came to be written, and it.is with deep 
thankfulness to God and an earnest de- 
sire that he alone may have all the glory 
that I respond to this request. 

Some months after our arrival in China 
(January, 1888), an old, experienced mis- 
sionary came to my husband with the 
following advice: “Do not attempt to 
speak of Jesus the first time on preach- 
ing to a heathen audience, 
have a prejudice against the name of 
Jesus. Confine your efforts to demolish- 
ing the false’ gods, and if you have a,sec- 
ond opportunity you may bring in Jesus.” 
Later when telling me of the advice 
which had been given him, my husband 
exclaimed with hot emphasis, ‘Never, 
never, NEVER! The Gospel which saved 
the down and outs in the slums of To- 
ronto is the same Gospel which must 
save Chinese sinners.” 

From the very first, when able to speak 
only in broken, imperfect sentences, Dr. 
Goforth preached to the Chinese Jesus 
Christ.and Him crucified, and, from the 
first, sinners were saved from the lowest 
depths of depravity. The first chapter of 
the book tells the story of three of these 
first miracles of grace. Years later more 
than one missionary came to my husband 
asking, “What is the secret of your power 
to get men out of such depths of sin?” 
The reply was, “I simply believe and 
preach God’s Word.” Some have replied, 
“But you cannot preach to a proud Con- 
fucian scholar the same as to the com- 
mon crowd!” Then Dr. Goforth would 
answer, “There is no royal road to God. 
Rich or poor, Chinese or Canadians, edu- 


cated or ignorant, all are sinners and 


must needs come to the same Saviour by 
the same road.” 

For many years requests have come 
to us from friends both in China and 
the homelands to put down in permanent 
form the record of these miracles of 
grace, but life was always too full, and 
much to our regret we began to realize 
the time was almost past when such a 
task could be attempted. Then came the 
series of events which has resulted in 
the actual publishing of the stories. 

The. closing--days ef -1930 saw us en 
route for our needy mission field in Man- 
churia with hearts overjoyed that we 
were again able to start off together for 
China. But within ten days we were back 
in Toronto! The story of that time is 
too well known to dwell upon, and only 
so far as they concern the book must 
I refer to the circumstances of those 
months. Lying blindfolded in the hospital, 
and wondering why it all had happened 
so, it came to Dr. Goforth that tle best 
way to use the time of enforced freedom 
from the stress of life was to get the 
stories of the miracle lives down in writ- 
ing. But to do this we needed a first- 
class typist, and one who could take down 
the stories in shorthand from Dr. Go- 
forth (who was kept on his back blind- 
folded for nearly three months). The 
first indication that “the thing was of 
the Lord” came when we found Dr. Go- 
forth’s night nurse, a former co-worker 
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| in China, was an expert typist and short- 
| hand writer. On hearing of the pro- 
posed book, this lady, Miss Gay, insisted 
on putting aside her regular “cases” and 
giving all her time to helping with the 
book. Day by day as Dr. Goforth lay 
with both eyes covered he dictated to 
Miss Gay the stories which comprise 
his part of the, book, ~* 

Then followed two strenuous weeks in 
which I realized as seldom before divine 
strength and wisdom. I ‘have but one 


but it stood wonderfully the work of 
correcting, revising, rearranging, and .all 
the details that go to make up a book. 
For the final copying we needed another 
typist, for Miss Gay’s more important 
work was finished, and just the right 
one was led to us. 

The very day the manuscript was com- 
pleted a letter was received from Harper 
and Brothers of New York asking if 
we had another book for them to pub- 
.lish for us! 

Though both Miss Gay and the regu- 
lar typist wished to give their services 
free, Dr. Goforth and I felt we must 
expect the Lord to send to us as a token 
of his seal on this work sufficient to meet 
what was “worthy of his children’s hire” 
and sufficient came before the manuscript 
was completed. 

Though following and dictating in 
every detail, the manuscript was sent 
off witheut Dr. Goforth having been 
able actually to see for himself what had 
been done. 

If this book is used of God in bless- 
ing to many more than our voices could 
ever reach we may come to see some 
light on “why it all had happened so.” 


RosaLinp GoFoRTH. 





[ Children at Home 





When Mother Ran Away 
By Clara B. Blair 


66 MA™. may I go and play with 
Jennie a while?” asked little 
Clara Belle one hot afternoon in August. 

“No,” said Mother, “not today, Clara 
Belle.” 

“But why, Mama?” 

“Because Jennie’s mother is’ not well, 
and Jennie has to care for the baby and 
attend to other little duties.” 

“But, Mama, I love to help take care 
*of Baby, and I could help do other things, 
too.” 

“I am afraid you would hinder more 
than you could help, so I-do not wish 
you to go.” 

“Oh, please, Mama, let me go. I’ve 
no one to play with, and I’m tired, and 
I’m lonely, and Jennie wants me. Please, 
please, Mama,” and little Clara Belle’s 
voice trailed off into a whine that was 
almost’ a sob. 

“Clara Belle,” and Mother’s. voice, 

though still kind, was stern now, “Mama 
has told you she did not think it best 
for you to go. She has told you why, 
and now you need ask no: more. 
play with Kittie and Fido, or get’ your 
dolls and play housekeepirg, or get your 
sewing if you like, and sit by me while 
I sew, but vou cannot go to sée Jennie 
today.” 
Clara Belle knew that further argu- 
ment was useless when- Mother spoke 
thus. Now as a rule the little girl was 
cheerfully obedient, but this day the little 
Imp of Satan in her heart was allowed 
to talk, and Clara Belle listened. 

“It is a shame your mother didn’t al- 
low you to go,” he said. 

“Yes, it is,” agreed Clara Belle. 

“I’d run off and go to Jennie’s any- 
way,” said the Imp. 

But that was a little too daring for 
the little girl who had never yet run 
away, so, after pouting a while by herself, 
she decided she would give her mother 
a good scare by pretending to run away. 
Between her home and Jennie’s was a 
field of wheat. ‘It had been cut and 
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— and I'll be doing good 
long after I’m gone !”’’ 


OU, too, can have her peace of mind 

and her satisfaction. By placing your 
surplus funds in Annuity Bonds of the New 
York ‘Bible Society, you assure yourself an 
income for life and at the same time per- 
—— endow Bible distribution. ou 
receive from 4% to 9%, according to your 
age,—a check for the same substantial 
amount every six months, Andon through 
the decades, the interest from your money 
brings the unchanging Scriptures to these 
who need them most. 

It costs you nothing to find out about 
this ‘‘ truly Christian investment.’’ Simpl 
mail the coupon for a free booklet whic 
gives full details. 
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ea oe aod edoral matter will be 
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profiteble investment. For general informa- 
tion address : 
ROLLIN T. CHAFER, Sec’y and Registrar 
3909 Swiss Avenue, Dallas, Texas — 
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shocked; that is, it had been made into 
little stacks of a dozen small bundles 
each. You see this happened many years 
ago, before wheat could be cut and 
threshed, ground and made into bread all 
in one day. Into this field went the 
naughty child and sat down on the ground 
behind one of the shocks. 
| “Now,” she thought, “Mother can just 
worry about me all she wants to and hunt 
me till she is tired.” 
Naughty Clara Belle! Well, she sat 
and she sat till the restless little body 
began to grow weary. She wished her 
mother would come. At last she felt 
she could not sit still another minute. 
She peeped from behind the shock just 
in time to see her mother go up the back 
steps. She dodged out of sight once 
more thinking, “Now she'll be after me 
directly,” but in this she was disappointed. 
Mother didn’t come. 
& And what about Mother all this time? 
: She sewed for some time thinking her 
é little daughter was out playing. At last 
a she began to Wonder why the child stayed 
so long. Finally she called, “Clara Belle, 
Oh, Clara Belle.” There was no reply. 
Surely her little girl had not disobeyed 
her and gone to play with Jennie. Now, 
really worried, she got up to look for 
her, She found the dolls in the play- 
house and Fido and Kittie asleep in the 


shade, but no little Clara Belle. She 
would go and look in the attic. As she 
went up the back steps she thought again, 


tn “Surely she can’t have gone to Jennie’s.” 

\ Anxiously she looked toward Jennie’s 
house just in time to see a little sunbon- 
neted head from behind a shock of 
wheat. “ .” she thought, “this is a 
game at which two can play.” 

And so it happened that Clara Belle 

* waited and waited and wriggled her tired 
little body till conscience began to talk. 

“What if your mama went to Jennie’s 
to hunt you?” it said.. “Wouldn’t you 
be ashamed for them to know how 
naughty you have been? For shame! to 
put your poor mother to so much trouble.” 

_. At last the voice of conscience could 
be hushed no longer. Clara Belle came 
out from behind the shock .as a. still 
small voige again whispered, “You ought 
to be ashamed of yourself to-make your 
dear mother so much trouble.” She ran 
to the house, now eager for the word 
of. forgiveness. But where was Mother? 
Not where the littJed girl had. left her 
sewing an hour ago. She ran from room 
to room calling and crying, but the loved 
voice of Mother.made no reply. Had 
Mother really gone to Jennie’s' to hunt 
her? Then Jennie’s mother would know 

. how naughty she had been and the dis- 
grace would be awful. 

Sobbing as if heartbroken she ran-to 
the field where her father and the hired 
man were loading shocks of wheat on 

: the wagon to be hauled from the field. 
a » Eagerly she called, “Papa, do you know 
where Mama is?” But Papa did not 
know, and when the little girl sobbed out 
her story she felt that he thought she 
was being justly punished, although he 
said but little. 

She ran back to the house crying and 
calling wildly, “Mama, oh, Mama, where 
are you?” As she ran around the house 
she almost ran into her mother sitting in 
the shade sewing as if nothing had hap- 
pened. She looked up, smiling at the lit- 
tle girl who threw herself into her 
mother’s outstretched arms crying, “Oh, 
Mother, did you go to Jennie’s to hunt 
me ?” 

“No, I did not go to Jennie’s to hunt 
»” and she took the little girl on her 
ap and wiped away the tears. She talked 
long and kindly to her of the naughty 
spirit which she had alle ved to rule her 
that day and which had sade them both 

so unhappy. 

“Oh, I'll never run away again, Mama,” 
she promised. And true to her word she 
never did run away again. 

Clara Belle is an older woman today 

' than was her mother on that hot August 
afternoon so many years ago, but she 
always thinks with a twinge of pain of 
the time when Mother ran away, but re- 
members with a smile of the many, many 
times she heard Mother say, “Clara Belle 
never ran away but once.” 

WEsTFIELD, INb. 
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For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

ool Lessons, issued by the International 

Sunday School Lesson Committee. 

July 13 to 19 

Mon.—Acts 6:1-7. A Shared Service. 

Holy Ghost “social service” put a 
group of seven foreign-named deacons to 
feeding widows, and started a movement 
that was soon filling the whole Mediter- 
ranean world with the “bread of life.” 
The Gospel did not leave Jerusalem until 
the “laymen” got into the harness. One 
reason for church deadness today is de- 
pendence upon purely secular business- 
man counsel, which has ousted the Holy 
Spirit from His presidency, even in tem- 
poral affairs. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Dr. 
and Mrs. Jonathan Goforth of the Cana- 
dian Presbyterian Mission (Bay Street, 
Toronto) detained from sailing for Man- 
churia by two operations on Dr. Goforth’s 
‘eyes. They are needed in this new pioneer 
field, where only @ young indigenous 
church is carrying on. Pray for funds 
for the work. 

Tues.—2 Corinthians 9$ : 1-11. 
a Service. 

It is both Old and New Testament 
teaching that nobody can outgive God. 
Tithing is merely paying -one’s honest 
debt to God, yet it touches springs that 
make Heaven's windows fly open (Mal. 
3:10). It is the simple solution to all 
missionary church deficits. The state- 
ment here is that the God who loves a 
cheerful giver is able to (and of course 
therefore will) give such a giver “an 
overflowing. measure of all good gifts, 
that your wants of every kind may be 
supphed at all times” (vs.:7,8, Conybeare 
and Howson’s translation). 

Prayer .Succestions: Pray for the 
Gospel Tram Text Mission maintained 
by the Christian Courier (R. Hickson, 

ecretary, 212 Sussex St., Sydney, 
N. S. W., which constantly presents the 
Word of God, without note or comment, 
and which has had. wonderful vindication 
that God’s Word shall not return to hit 
void; pray for Mr. Hickson’s paper and 
books; pray for all public Gospel texts 
and signs. 

Wed.—Luke 1@: 1-9. A United Service. . 

Our- Lord put stress on going out, and 
on praying in. pairs. Two agreed is the 
nucleus of the church (cf. Deut. 32: 30). 
Every ‘ Christian should have a prayer 
partner in these last days, not picked out 
at random but providentially provided. 


PRAYER SuccGestions: Pray for all 
unemployed, in this financial stringency; 
for starving miners’ families within an 
hour's ride of Pittsburgh; for Christian 
business men who are at their wit’s end; 
for struggling Christian periodicals with 
slumping mailing lists; for God to bless 
all lenient creditors, and to put unprece- 
dented generosity into the hearts of the 
rich; for people to be thrown back upon 
God for revival blessing: 2 
Thurs.—Philippians 4:1-7. Fellow Workers. 

When two young Christians took charge 
of one of the oldest.and- greatest true-to- 
the-faith-once-for-all-delivered periodicals 
in America, it was agreed that in case of 
an Impasse one should have the right of 
way in the editorial department and the 
other in the business department. In a 
lifetime of service together they have 
never had to invoke the last resort, never 
allowing Satan to wield his favorite 
weapon which causes dispute and schism. 
They never had an Euodias-Syntyche- 
like clash! In crises they call in the 
staff and occasionally some of God's 
elder statesmen from outside. But no 
Twentieth Century Paul has ever had to 
“beseech” them. 


_Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
visits by the General Secretary of the 
League of. Evangelical Students to vari- 
ous summer Student and other Bible con- 
ferences; for blessing on members in 
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@ definite missionary zeal for each League 
member; and for the supply of all needs 
(Wheaton, Iil.) 
Fri.—Exodus 18: 13-27. Division of Labor. 
Moses did not consult. God about his 
plan, and Jehovah afterward substituted 
his own plan of seventy elders, capable 
of having his Spirit put upon them (Num. 
11:26). The Church is all too much in 
the hands of “trustees,” -and the like, 
chosen for their worldly wisdom but. in- 
capable of yielding to the Spirit. Such 
organization dethrones the Spirit. Sev- 
enty is the sacred number for perfection, 
— seven, raised by ten, the world num- 
ber. It was our Lord’s number for. his 
final output of evangelizers (Luke 10:1). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Summer Bible Conferences of Christen- 
dom and mission lands now in the midst 
of their messages, especially thet those 
attending may grip the truth of God's 
provision for victory over sin and his 
program for this and future ages. 
Sat.—Isaiah 41: 8-16. The Divine Helper. 

This reading is part of a section of 
the prophecy which contemplates the suf- 
ferings of the Messiah and the glories 
which shall follow when regathered Israel 
shall become the-center of earth’s new 
social order. . Israel is the victim of awful 
persecution even now, but Christ is her 
divine Helper who will overcome all her 
enemies, even the God-defiant “Reds” of 
the present hour. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago, the 
Jerry McAuley and Midnight Missions in 
New York, the Beacon Light and North- 
side Rescue Missions in Pittsburgh; and 
all Gospel work for down-and-outers in 
this and other countries; that God may 
find opportunity in desperate conditions 
to rescue men women for whom his 
Son died. 

Sun.—Psalm 112 : 5-10. Generosity Rewarded. 

“He that does good with his estate, 
shall, through the providence of God, in- 
crease it, not by miracle, but by his 
prudence. He shall guide his affairs with 
discretion, and God instructs him to dis- 
cretion, and teaches him (Isa. 28:26). 
He will use his discretion in managing 
his affairs, in getting and saving, that 
he may have to give”—Matthew Henry, 
verse 5. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
urgent need of money of the D. L. 
Moody Missionary Book Funds, admin- 
istered by the Moody Institute Colport- 
age Association (843 N. Wells St., Chi- 
cago), which have placed 353,000 pieces 
of literature and Bible portions in 1,000 
hospitals, preached the Gospel in print to 
Ipoo men and boys in prisons, induced 
20,000 children to memorize 576,893 Bible 
verses, visited remote cabin dwellers, in 
far Western States, and reached all 
around the world, aes 
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’t Forget the Jews |] 
| Don’t Forget : 
**Jewish Mission Bonds” $s the title of a book- 
let we would like you to read. Just say ‘* Send 
me your booklet, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’”’ 
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not aword. We only want to get our story 
to you; then-we’ll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant le 
should have a share in your Annuity gts, 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 
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i weekly at the following rates, pay- 
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$2.00—One copy, or any number o 
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Christian Youth is published weekly 
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